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AUTHENTIC MEMOIRS 
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THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


The late Earl of Chatham. 


I HIS illuſtrious nobleman, patriot, orator, 
- pclitician, and ſtateſman, was the youngeſt 


ſon of Robert Pitr®, of Boconnock; in the coun- 


ty of Cornwall, Eſq; by bis wife Harriet, ſiſter 
of John Vilkers, Earl of Grandiſon, in Ireland. 
He repreſented Old Sarum in the ninth Parlia- 


ment of Great-Britain, Seaford in the tenth, 


Aldborough in the eleventh, _ and the city of 
Bath in the twelfth, till he was called up to the 
houſe of aer July 3 303 1766, by the title of the 


— - 3 n 4 2 8 42 : 1 — — — 
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* Thomas Pak Efq; who was — of Fort St. . 


George, in the Eaſt- Indies, in the reign of Queen Anne, 
ſold an extraordinary fine diamond to the French king for 


t35;000l; ſterling, He wis father of Robert, the father of 


che late Lord Chatham; of Thomas, creared Earl of Lon- 
Vandetry f in Ireland; and of Colonel John Pitt. 


we” bg B Right 


(7 

Right Honourable William Pitt, Earl of Cha- 
tham, Viſcount Pitt of Burton- Pynſent, in the 
county of Somerſet. He married Lady Heſter 
(only daughter of Richard Grenville, Eſq; by the 
late Counteſs Temple, and ſiſter to the preſent 
Richard Earl Temple), who was created a Baro- 


neſs December 4, 1761. By her he has left iſſue, 


1. John, Lord Viſcount Pitt, now Earl of Cha- 
tham, born October 9, 1756. 2. William, born 
May 28, 1759. 3. James-Charles, born April 
24, 1761. 4. Lady Heſter, born October 18, 
1755. 5. Lady Harriet, born April 14, 1758. 
Mr. Pitt ſpent the early part of his life in the 
purſuit of .virtue, and a potitical knowledge of 
the happy conſtitution under which he lived. His 
genius for the arduous bufineſs of government 
'was ſoon diſcovered, and his merit called him 
forth into the actual ſervice of the ſtate ; but ſo 
moderate was his fortune, that it barely entitled 
hini to a ſeat in the ſenate. | | 


His firſt ' appointment was that of cornet of 


horſe, which, in 1737, was taken from him, for 
oppoſing in the houſe the meaſures of the court, 
who thereby convinced the world, (as Mr. Pitt 


himſelf expreſſed it) that . corruption ſtood fo 


low, as to take the ſtandard, out of the hands of 


a Though thus ſhamefully deprived of 
1 ia | public 
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* 
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A 


: [a3 | 
public ſupport, his virtue bore - him up againſt 


every thing, and the loſs of his pay was ſupplied : 


by a reduction of expences. Being deſcended 
from a good family, and allied to many noble 
ones, he determined never, by any ill conduct on 


his part, to ſully the glery of his houſe; and 


as, in his martial character, he had been free, 


brave, and uncorrupt, ſo in retirement he was 


frugal, temperate, honeſt, ſincere, and benevo- 
lent. Luxury and parade he ever held in deteſta- 
tion, and he ſighed ox over the venal and corrupt 
manners of the age. 

Mr. Pitt was always the antagoniſt of Mr. Wal- 
pole, who frequently found it very difficult to an- 
ſwer the young patriot. Mr. Pitt having expreſ- 
ſed a laudable indignation at the ſeamens bill, 
then depending in the houſe, which he conſider- 
ed as a haſty ſtride towards deſpotic power, Mr. 
Walpole thought proper to attack him with per- 
ſonal ſarcaſms: he reflected upon his youth; and 
obſerved, that the diſcovery of truth was little 
promoted by pompous diction, and theatrical 


emotion. Theſe inſinuations expeſed him to a 
ſevere reply. Mr. Pitt, ſtanding up again, ſaid, 
he would not undertake to determine, whether 
youth could be juſtly imputed to any man as a re- 


e but he affirmed, that the wretch, who, 
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after haying ſeen the conſequences of tepeated 
errors, continues ſtill to blunder, and whoſe age 


has only added obſtinacy to ſtupidity, is ſurely 
the object of either abhorrence or contempt, and 
deſerves not that his grey head ſhould: ſecure. him 
from. inſults : much more is he to be abhorred, 


who, as he has advanred in age, has receded 


from virtue, and becomes more wicked with ay 
temptation; Who proſtitutes himſelf for money 
which he cannot enjoy, and ſpends the remains 
of his life, in the _ryins, of, his country, “ Mr, 
Pitt (ſays Dr, Smollett in his Hiſtary: of England) 
diſplayed a ſurpriſing extent. and preciſion of poli- 
tical Knowledge, and irreſiſtible energy of argu- 


ment, and ach; power of elocution, as ſtruck 


the. heargte with aſtonihment and admiration. 
It flaſhed. like. the lightning of heaven againſt the 
miniſters and ſons pf. Corruption, .blaſted. where 


it ſmote, and withering the nerves of Oppoſition; 


but his more ſubſtantial praiſe was founded upon 
his diſintereſted integrity, bis incorruptible beart, 


bis unconquerable ſpirit of independence, and | 


his invariable e 10 the 8 li 


ot, of his pountry :: 


It is nothing ene thix Mr, Pitt ou 


A enemies: great abilities will always excite : 


Jealouſies in mean ſos, * having nothing to 
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5 : 
recommend them to public notice, 'faww and 
eringe at the feet of their ſuperiors und patrons; 
and make their way into life by factificiig their 
own virtue; and railing at others who' poffeſs vir⸗ 
tuous and exalted talents. Mr. Pitt was fully fan. 
fible of this, and, confident of his own integrity, 
he paid no regard to men, but boldly and un- 
dauntedly attacked thoſe meaſures, which appear- 
ed 10 him as unconſtitutional, and as ruinous to 
his country. Like Cato, hé was rigid and inflex- 
ible in his temper, Veni, only to lion One 
of virtue and reaſol. 

The inlult offered him, in el ſo uh 
diſcharged from the army, rouſed every talent he 
poſſeſſed, not to revenge it as an individual, but 
as an inktingetnent on the rights and liberties of 
his country, and as a moſt. egregious affront on 
every independent ente of the ſcnate. In thoſe 7 
encteaſe Upon us) he lifted himſelf GH the 
virtuous few, and, by the power of his eloquence 
and manly firmneſs, which was never to be 
daunted, he ſtruck dumb the tools of ambition 
and arbitrary power, "who had vainly been op- 
poſed to him. It 1 is no wonder, therefore, that 
thoſe men, who had "hitherto treated him with 
contempt, and conſidered him as a man of little 
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4 
fortune and conſequence, ſhould now ſeek to 


ſoften and ſmooth him, to buy him over to their 
party, or, at leaſt, ſeek ſome method to filence 


him. Truth is hard food for ſervile miniſters to 


digeſt: Mr. Pitt, when in office, gave more than 

one proof, that he admired and rewarded ſince- 

rity „though it oppoſed his own meaſures. 

Mien, however diſſolute in their private charac- 
ters, always. affect virtue in public, and ſeek the 

few who poſſeſs it: thus, by aſſociating with the 


virtuous, they 1 in ſore, meaſure draw à veil over 
their own vices. With this view Mr. Pitt, in 


1746, was appointed | vice-treaſurer of Ireland, 
and ſoon after paymaſter general of the forces, and 
ſworn a privy- -counſellor. _ He diſcharged the. of- 
fice of paymaſter with ſuch honour, Readineſs, 
and inflexible integrity, refuſing many of the per- 
quiſites of the office, that even his bittereſt ene- 
mies could not —83 bim of the leaſt tincture 
of venality. For a man to be honeſt in the pub- 
lic offices of. ſtate is ſo ſingular a matter, that it 
is no wonder Mr. Pitt ſoon eſtabliſned his popu- 
rity, and became the darling « of the people, 

In 1755, he reſigned, his office of Pay-maſter- 
General, on the Promotion of Mr. Fox in pre- 
ference to him. Indeed, it was hardly to be ex- 
pected, to ſee Mr. Pitt riſe in office, at a time 

5 + | when 
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when he was ſtrongly oppoſing in the houſe every 
miniſterial meaſure, and thereby rendering him- 


ſelf obnoxious to alli, »/Þ and odious to a 
venal and corrupt adminiſtration. 


The whole nation caught fire at Mr. Pitt: s re- 
ſignation, and the cry became general againſt ad- 
miniſtration, who were juſt entered on a war, the 
firſt ſpecimens of which promiſed nothing but 


loffes, diſappointment, and diſgrace. The loud 
and unanimous voice of the people pointed out 


Mr. Pitt, and the neceſſity of the times, and the 
humour of the nation, confirmed the choice: In 
conſequence of which he was again called into 


public action, being appointed, on the 4th of 
December, 1756, Secretary of State, in the room 


of-Mr. Fox, afterwards Lord Holland; and other 
promotions were made, ſuch as were neceſſary to 
ſecond his plans. 

The old miniſtry, who were now retired in diſ- 
grace, and loaded with the imprecations of the 
people, formed themſelves i into a party to oppoſe 


Mr. Pitt in the houſe; and, by every artifice that 


jealouſy, rage, and diſappointed ambition, could 


ſuggeſt, to prejudice him in the opinion of his ſove- 


reign, whoſe prerogative, they inſinuated, was con- 
ſiderably weakened by admitting this favourite of 


the people into office. Mr. Pitt, in the mean 


time 


1 
time, regardleſs of chic: wacked machinations, was 
Ready in purſuing. the intereſt of his country, and 
Promoting a proper underſtanding between the 
king and the ſubject. 5 
His firſt object was that of eſtabliſhing a . 
militia, which he carried with a high hand, not- 
withſtanding the oppoſition it met with. His next 
ſtep was to put our navy on a reſpectable footing, 
and to reſtore diſcipline among the army, the of- 
 ficers of which lived, at that time, in a ſtate of 
indolence, diſſipation, and effeminacy. He de- 
clared againft continental meaſures, as ruinous to 
this country; and, during his whole adminiſtration, 
was an utter enemy to miniſterial jobs, which are 
now become ſo faſhionable, and have obtained ſuch 
ſanction by cuſtom, that even the parliament can- 
not ſtop that tide of corruption, down which the 
. vitals of this nation are now precipitating. 
The wiſdom and juſtice of Mr. Pitt's 1 RR 
| rs now conſpicuous to every one, except to thoſe 
whom intereſt had blinded, whom avarice had 
- - ſeduced, and whom diſappointed ambition had 
made frantic; but an event ſoon happened to check 
all the pleaſing hopes the people had formed from 
Mr. Pitt's adminiſtration. 5 
His majeſty, fearful for the ſecurity, of his Ger- ; 
man dominions, had t: taken ſome SPE, to ſecure it 
from 


L I- 
from the arms of France, by forming an army 
of obſervation in Weſtphalia; at the head of which 
the Duke of Cumberland was placed; and, on 
February 17, 1757, Mr. Pitt was ſent to the houſe 
with a meſſage, informing them of the prepara- 
tions of France, and aſking their aſſiſtance in ſup- 
port of his German territories, which was imme- 
diately complied with. But Mr. Pitt continuing 
inflexible in his oppoſition to German connections, 
the, ſeals were taken from him on the 5th of April 
- following. His friends undoubtedly followed him, 
and the nation was once more deſtitute of a mini- 
ſtry, This miniſtry was no ſooner diſmiſſed, than 
they received every poſſible mark of public appro- 
bation, and the whole nation was now more than 
ever in a flame on the diſmiſſion of men, who, in 
ſo ſhort a time, had. brought about ſuch an amaz- 
ing and ſingular change in the affairs of the nation. 
Mr. Pitt had ſent Commodore Stevens with a 
{quadron to the Eaſt Indies, and Admiral Coates 
with another to Jamaica. He had procured great 
reſources for the ſecurity of America, which were 
ready to be ſent at the time of his diſmiſſion. He 
well Knew the enormous expences of a continental 
War, and therefore determined to reſt every thing « on 
the navy, our moſt natural ſupport, and from 
wich every thing: alone was to be expected. This 
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conduct: catttibuted: to making his Aifimiffivri Wis 
more infupportable 1 to the people, 

The triumph of the faction, howeyer, on the 
removal of Mr. Pitt and his friends, was but of 
ſhort duration; for the loud and continual com- 
plaints of the people echoed even round the throne, 
and filled its falſe friends with terror and amaze- 
ment. His late majeſty” 8 principal failing (if it 
may be ſo called) was bis attachment to his 
natiye country; but t, if this was A defect, it was 
aniply repaid, by his ever being willing to liſten 
to the voice'of his eople; for obſlinacy formed no 
part of his character. Not born' among us, it is 
n vonder if he attached himſelf to a few, who 
had aft -and 'cunning (enough to deceive him, and 
who led' him into errors, merely to ſecond their 
own inrerefled and ambitious views; for it is the 
peculiar misfortune of kings to be conſtantly ſur- 
rounded by ſuch people; and hence we too often 
accuſe ſoyereigns of faults not their own. His 
majeſty, however, wiſely: and juſtly reſtored his 
formet miniſters, | in compliance with the univerſal 
Yoice of his people; for, on the 29th of June, 
17 57s Mr. Pitt was again appointed Secretary of 
State; and, ina day « or two afterwards, the Duke 
of Newcaſtle \ was made firſt Lord of the Treaſury; 
Mr. Legge, Chancellor of the Exchequer; Lord 
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Anſon, firſt Lord of the Aan M.. Fox, 
Paymaſter of the forces; and Lord Temple, Lord 


Privy Seal. 


We are now n on that ars, 00 olorious 
to the memory of our illuftrious patriot. The 
unhappy ſituation of public affairs, previous to this 


period, ſhews how terrible is the ſituation of a na- 


tion; when governed by intriguing, | ignorant, 
and corrupt miniſters, and when national diſunion 
and diſcontent pervert even the few meaſures that 


might have been properly planned: On the other 


hand, the ſucceſſes of Mr: Pitt, his glotious cons 
queſts, and the reſpectable ſituation, into which 


be brought all our affairs, will be a laſting teſti- 


mony of what may be done by a wiſe, honeſt, and 
virtuous miniſter, affifted by the unanimous efforts 
of a generous people. 

Though Mr: Pitt could not be at firſt | Clit 
to engage in the German war, yet he formed the 
ſcheme of annoying the French on their own'coaſt, 
and thereby calling their attention from foreign 
wars to protect themſelves at home. In the 
mean time; the Britiſh arms were very unſucceſs- 
ful in Germany, from their receiving little aſ- 
fiſtance from home, and having an army to cope 


with, far more nutnerous and better ſupported 


than their own ; ſo that the Duke of Cumberland, 
C 2 | ceroſſing 
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croſſing the Weſer, was overpowered by numbers, 


and defeated at Hoſtenbeck, where he gave ſuch 
evident proofs of his courage and ſkill, as clearly 
Mewed, that he failed only through want of pro- 


per ſupport. | Being afterwards blocked up in 


Stade, he was forced to conſent to a convention 
of neutrality, which was ſigned the very day, that 
Admiral Hawke ſet fail with a fleet, wih troops 
under the command of Sir John OY on a 
ſecret expedition. | 
The firſt object of this armament, was to attack 


Rochfort; but the attempt was found impracti- 


cable, and the fleet returned to England in the 


end of September, 1757, without having done 


any thing, except taking the little iſland of Aix: 
to the no ſmall diſappointment of the people in 


general. Several cauſes were attributed for the 
failure of this expedition, but the true one was 
perhaps never publicly known. Mr. Pitt, 


however, eſcaped all cenſure; for the people 
were well acquainted with his abilities, and had 
no reaſon to ſuſpect his integrity. SS 

In the courſe of this year, Cape Breton Was 
added to the Engliſh poſſeſſions in America, and 


| the fleets of the French dared no where to face us. 


They were diſhearted at their ill ſucceſſes 
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And diſgraces abroad; while the joy and ſatis- 


faction of the Engliſh were raiſed in proportion. 


Mr. Pitt, notwithſtanding the little fucceſs at 


Rochfort, had formed the ſcheme of a ſecond 


expedition to the coaſt of France. TWO ſqua- 
drons were equipped by the latter end of May, 


one of which was given to the command of 
Lord Anſon, and the other to Commodore 
Howe; but their deſtinations were kept an 


impenetrable ſecret, which conſiderably: alarmed 


the court of France. Secrecy is the life and 
ſupport of every naval and military operation, 


and no man ever knew better than Mr. Pitt, how 
to conceal his own intentions from an enemy, 
or more eaſily to penetrate into theirs, 

The Duke of Marlborough embarked on 
board Commodore Howe's fleet, with a large 
body of land forces; and both fleets proceeded to 
ſea on the firſt of June, 1758. The Commodore 
arrived near St. Maloes on the- 5th, and landed 
without oppoſition; while Lord Anſon blocked 
up the harbour of Breſt, and covered the tranſ- 
ports. They continued here fix days on ſhore, 
during which time they burnt and deſtroyed a 
great many ſtores, and upwards of an hundred 


| ſhips, among which were two French men of 


war, and more than thirty privateers, which 
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hay under the cannon of St. Maloes. In the 


month of Auguſt, Lieutenant General - Blighz 
convoyed by Commodore Howe, landed at 


Des Mares Bay, and took Cherburg, where they 
deſtroyed: the baſon, and the two piers at the 


entrance of the harbour, and brought away thirty 
five pieces of braſs cannon; but the unfortunate 


affair of St. Cas, which happened. in September 


following, was the laſt expedition of this kind. 


'The general, who loſt his life in the retreat, was 


much blamed in this affair, for having ſtaid 


longer on ſhore than the prudence of a good 


general would admit of. This defeat, however, 
though it proved fatal to many brave officers and 
ſoldiers, was not, at that time the cauſe of much 
complaint at home, our ſucceſſes in every other 
part of the world rendering the people inſenſible 


to trifling calamities. Whether theſe expeditions 
anſwered the intended purpoſes, and the immenſe 


expences chey occaſioned, I ſhall leave others to 


determine. 


We now come to that period, in which Mre 
Pitt was accuſed of inconſiſtency. He had hi- 


| therto ſtrenuouſly oppoſed continental eonnections, 


and had frequently declared that neither men or 


money ſhould be ſent to Germany, It is certain, 


that in private life, the change of times and cir- 


eumſtances 


16 1 
cumſtances make a ſtep at one time abſolutely: 
neceſſary, which at another would perhaps be 
not only imprudent, but ruinous; and there is 
certainly no erime, but rather a virtue, in giving 
up our fondeſt maxims to the dictates of intereſt. 
Mr. Pitt, in his public character, conſidered 
this; and though ; continental connections were 
vholly diſagrecable to him at the commencement 
of his adminiſtration, yet he now ſaw they could 
not prudently be avoided.  Pruſfia was to be 
fupported, and Hanover -defended, unleſs we ſub- 
mitted to the deſtruction of both; for the cons 
federacy formed againſt them was ſo powerful, 
that nothing but the ſtrenuous ſupport of Eng- 
land could ſave her affairs from total ruin in 
Germany. Had he continued inflexible in his 
former reſolutions, he muſt have quitted the 
ſeals; and ſuch a ſtep would, at that time, not 
only have thrown the nation into confuſion, hut 
have even been attended with ruinous conſequen- 
ces. Senfible of this, he complied with the wiſhes 
of his aged ſovereign, and continued to ſerve 
his country with his uſual Fenn and abt- 
lities, 8 

On the ith of Apel, 1758, a treaty was 
ſigned with Pruffia, by which his Britannic Ma- 
Jy engaged to pay the — of Pruſſia 670,0001. 

5 ſterling ; 
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gerling; which his Pruſſian Majeſty was to em- 
ploy in keeping up and augmenting his forces, 
to, act in the moſt advantageous manner for the 
common cauſe, and for their reciprocal defence 
and mutual fecurity. In this treaty it was fur- 
ther ſtipulated, that neither ſhould conclude any 
treaty of peace, truce, or neutrality, but in con- 
cert, and by mutual conſent, and expreſly com- 
prehending each other therein. It is well known, 
after Mr. Pitt quitted adminiſtration, how far 
this. laſt article was fulfilled on the Part of Eng- 
It is here curious to obſerve, how great is the 
power of a miniſter, in whoſe integrity the peo- 
ple have an unlimited confidence. While Mr. 
Pitt "oppoſed continental meaſures, the people 
coiſidered them as deſtructive and ruinous; and, 
not a. tmlling or a man to be ſent to Germany 
was ſo univerſally the cry, that it would have 
been dangerous for any man to oppoſe it, even 
m common converſation; but no ſooner did Mr, 
Pitt think that meaſure expedient, than every 
one ſtood aghaſt, wondering how they came not 
to ſee the neceſſity of it ſooner. There have been 
miniſters, who afe# to deſpiſe popularity; but! 
believe few inſtances can be produced of any mi- 
niſter, who has been honeſt, prudent, ſenſible, and 
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in every reſpect capable of fulfilling his office, 
but has been popular, and has taken ſingular pride 
in being ſo. It has indeed been ſaid, and may 
in ſome inſtances be true, that pepularity is but a 
fickle and fleeting being; but be it remembered, 
that Mr. Pitt and Lord Chatham never loſt theirs. 
It was perhaps leſſened a little, when Mr. Pitt 
ſunk into Lord Chatham. The people, how- 
ever, ſoon ſaw through the ſnare, in which their 
guardian and patron was taken: It encreaſed 
their hatred for the ſecret enemy; but in a little 
time encreaſed their affection for a man, who, 
though fettered by the dignity of title, broke 
through thoſe bands, and, on every occaſion, , 
ſtood forth as the champion of Liberty and Virtue, 
in whoſe cauſe he * be eng 12 to have died 
a martyr. „ | 
The fums granted this year were amazing, 
and it would be almoſt impoſlible -to ſuppoſe that 
ſo much money could be neceſſary to carry on a 
war, had we not lately ſeen ſimilar ſupplies 
granted, even at a time when we were at peace 
with all the world, but ourſelves. The German 
expences of this year were 1,861 z8971. and the 
ſupplies in the whole amounted to 10, 486, 457 l. 
Yet the people ſubmitted without murmuring, 
being fully convinced, that what they chearfully 

D | | gave, 
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gave, would be faithfully expended, and not per- 


verted to the worſt of all purpoſes, that of bribing 


and penſioning ſervile harpies and dependents. 
Though it was at firſt propoſed to ſend money 

only to Germany, yet men alſo were ſoon found 

neceſſary, and the Duke of Marlborough, at the 


head of a conſiderable number of Britiſh troops, 


was ſent to the continent. They landed at Emb- 


den, and from thence marched to join the con- 


federate forces. 

It is not to my purpoſe to enter into a long de- 
tail of ſieges and battles, or the different motions 
and operations of the allied armies in Germany, 
as theſe may be found in works of a more copi- 
ous nature, and where they may be more reaſon- 
ably expected. The great patriot was not perſon- 
ally at the head of armies, I ſhall therefore look 
for him, where he was always to be found, in the 
honourable department he ſo ably filled. His 
views were extended to the remoteſt parts of the 
8 and there was not a place, how diſtant ſo- 


ever, but felt the power of his favour or reſent- 


ment. Even Africa, a remote part of the world, 


of which his predeceſſors in adminiſtration knew 
little more than the name, was taught to feel 


and dread the power of the Britiſh flag. The 


French ſettlements at Senegal, under his direction, 
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were compelled to acknowledge another maſter; 
which not only greatly added to the credit and 
reputation of England and her miniſter, but 
ſtrengthened the commercial intereſt, and enriched 
her traders. It is but juſtice to obſerve, that the 
firſt idea of reducing Senegal was conceived by one 
Mr. Cumming, a ſenfible quaker, who had been a 
factor on the coaſt of Africa, and well acquainted 
with the Mooriſh King. It has too often been the 
ſyſtem of ſome miniſters, to treat with indifference 
every project, which is not the child of their own 
brain. It was otherwiſe with Mr. Pitt: He liſtened 
to every thing, he weighed whatever was propoſed 


in the ſcale of Reaſon and Experience, and the m | 


of his country ever carried the balance. 

If our arms, under the direction of Mr. Pitt 
were ſucceſsful in Africa, they were no leſs ſo in 
the Eaſt Indies, where General Lally, after gain- 
ing ſome few advantages, was obliged to give 


them up, and the dominion of that part of the 
world foon fell to the conquering Britons, The 


Dutch, though perfectly at peace with us, aſſiſted 
the French in every thing conducive to their in- 
tereſt; They were Carriers to the French under the 


veil of neutrality, and, by falſe bills of lading, 


and other arts, (the ſame as they now practiſe 
with fegard to America) for ſome time eluded 
D 2 our 
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our vigilance; but our miniſter was not long to 
be deceived, and, ſoon diſcovering their ſubtilty 
and artifice, he treated them with very little cere- 


mony: He ordered all ſuch ſhips to be ſeized, and 


numbers of them were legally condemned. The 


Dutch complained; but their complaints ended 


only in words; for they knew the influence, and 


dreaded the power of Mr. Pitt. 


The parliament met in N ovember; and, though 


the French had fo conſiderably ſuffered in the 


courſe of this year, 1758, they ſeemed no ways 
inclined to give up the conteſt. 'Vigorous mea- 


ſures appeared therefore indiſpenſibly neceſſary on the 


part of England, and the Houſe of Commons chear- 


ſully voted the enormous ſupply of 12,761 310l. 
The imaginations of every claſs of people were 
wound to the higheſt pitch by the amazing ſuc- 
ceſlits, which the wiſdom and ſkill of one man had 
procured; and it is probable, that even double 
the ſum would not have been much thought of 
at that time, No people upon earth part more 
freely with their money than the Engliſh; and the 
man, whoſe meaſures they approve of, is never 
thwarted in his ſchemes for want of ſupplies. The 


amazing grants of 1 money Mr. Pitt obtained have 


been made uſe of as an argument in ſupport of our 
preſent extravagance 3 but the two caſes are by ng 
means 
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means fimilar. Mr. Pitt's war was againſt 2 
foreign enemy, and, in ſome meaſure, unavoid- 
able in its nature; The preſent war was begun up- 


en the principles of tyranny and oppreſſion, and 


was the handy work of an arbitrary adminiſtra- 
tion, who after they have laviſhed millions, ſpilt 
the blood of thouſands of our braveſt officers and 
ſoldiers, and ſpread deſolation and carnage over 
the whole continent of America, would willingly 
give up more than they at firſt contended for, could 
they now but 8 the rage of our American. 
brethren. 


Tf the glory of our naval officers md; 2 


bd in the preceding year, by the diſgraceful 


death of Admiral Byng, the honour this year 
conferred on Admiral Boſcawen made more than 
ample amends, and hands down to poſterity a 


laſting monument of Britiſh valour in our ad- 


mirals, and a ſenſe ef gratitude in a generous 
people. The admiral was called upon, ſtanding 


in his place in the houſe of commons, and receiv- 


ed, from the Right Honourable Arthur Onſlow, 
the following addreſs, with all the majeſty and 


eloquence peculiar to that greater ſpeaker. 


Admiral Boſcawen, 
© The houſe have unanimouſly GY that 


their thanks ſhould be given to you for the ſer- 


vices 
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vices you have done to your king and country in 
North America; and it is my duty to convey 
their thanks to you. I with I could do it in a 
manner ſuitable to the occaſion, and as they ought 
to be given to you, now ſtanding in your place 
as a member of this houſe. But were I able to 
enumerate and ſet forth, in the beſt manner, the 
great and extenſive advantages accruing to this 
nation from the conqueſt of Louiſbourg, with the 
Hands of Cape Breton and St. John, I could only 
exhibit a repetition of what has already been, and 
13, the genuine and uniform ſenſe and language 
of every part of this kingdom. Their joy too 


has been equal to their ſentiments upon this inte- 
reſting event; and in their ſentiments and joy 


they have carried their gratitude alſo to you, Sir, 
as a principal inſtrument in theſe moſt important 
acquiſitions. You are now therefore receiving 
the acknowledgments of the people only in a 
more ſolemn way—by the voice, the general 
voice, of cheir repreſentatives in parliament 
the moſt honourable fame that any man can ar- 


rive at in this or any other country. It is, on 


thoſe oecaſions, a a national honour from a few 
people, ever cautiouſly'to be conferred, in order 
to be the more eſteemed—to be the greater reward, 

and Ach ought to be reſerved for the moſt fig- 
nal. 
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nal ſervices to the ſtate, and the moſt approved 
merit in them; ſuch as this houſe has uſually; 
and very lately, made the objects of public thanks. 


The uſe, I am perſuaded, you will make of this 


Juſt teſtimony, and high rewards of your ſervices 


and merit, will be the preſevering in your own 
mind a laſting impreſſion of what the commons 


of Great- Britain are now tendering to you, and 


in a conſtant continuance of the zeal and ardour 


for the glory of your king and country, which 
have made you to deſerve it. In obedience to 
the commands of the houſe, I do, with great 
pleaſure to myſelf, give you the thanks of the 


-houſe, for the ſervices you have done to your 


king and country in North America.“ I. 2 
That bravery. and modeſty are inſeparable 
companions in the human boſom, is evident 
from the following ſhort reply, which that 
brave admiral made to this honourable ad- 
des, 1 
6 Mr. Speaker, 8 
« I am happy in having been able to do my du- 
ty; but have not words to expreſs my ſenſe of 
the diſtinguiſhing reward, that has been confer- 
red upon me by this houſe; nor can I enough 
thank you, Sir, for the polite and elegant-man- 
ner, in which you have been pleaſed to convey 


— 


to me the reſolution of the houſe.“ - 72 8 


L 


— — — — — 


— 2 Ov RN HOG ann en =P 
8 N ay 


— 


— — 2 8 pe” — — 
8 * —— EE — 1 SS: Yo r — — = — 
— n CDI? * * — — — — — tr”. = =. S 
—. OT at 1 Kenn pies 120 du Be om om pep te 
— r —— be. — * 2 8 


r 
— — — 


"7 2 
PRO = — 


—— ᷑ — ——ñ— — 


9 
| 
$8 
4 
of} 
1 
ts 
1 
1 


— — 2 — 


- e To = 
— — 2 an, — 
—— * * 


——ñä— 3 hy 0 ns 
r E oo... 
— — — — 2 1 p < \ 
„ - — A —— 
— — — — . - 
— 
— . 


L 24 ] 

As we have have mentioned the honour paid 
by the repreſentatives. of the people to Admiral 
Boſcawen, it would be unjuſt not to tranſcribe 
the anſwer che houſe received from Admiral Oſ- 
borne, on his obtaining the like honour. It 


breaths that ſpirit of bravery, generoſity, and 


modeſty, peculiar _ to the boſons of wo 
Hſhmen. 

«© Sir, I want words to expreſs my ſerſe of the 
honours the houſe. of commons has been pleaſ- 


ed to confer upon me, and only hope that you, 


Sir, will be as gracious to me in repreſenting my 
gratitude to that auguſt aſſembly, as you have 
been in acquainting me with their favourable ac- 
ceptance of my ſervices. I have done no more 
than my duty. I have. only been the humble, 
though happy inſtrument of executing the wiſe 
meaſures directed by his majeſty. I have no title, 
Sir, to any glory, but what is common to me as 
a ſeaman, and as an Engliſhman zealous for the 


ſervice of my country, which is pleaſed to reward 
me with this inſtance of their approbation. From 


the ſituation of my. health, Sir, I can flatter my- 


ſelf with having but few opportunities of employ- 


ing the | remainder. of my life, in grateful exer- 
tion of my abilities for the honour and intereſt of 


my country. But 28 che houſe of commons is 


i ſo 


* +1. 


fo gloriouſly watchful to encourage the grand 
merit by rewarding the leaft, England can never 
want good officers ; and however 1 am honoured 
by this diſtinction, may my ſervices be the moſt 
inconfiderable that ſhall be thus acknowledged, 

1 am, with the greateſt reſpec, Sir, your molt 
_ obedient and moſt humble ſervant, _ | 

Dee. 8, 1758. e Henry Oſborne.” 

By cheſe means Mr, Pitt, during the whole 
courſe of his adminiſtration, raiſed the nayal and 
military ardour of | our officers, without any ad- 
ditional expence to the nation. He fought me- 
rit, and cheriſhed it when he found it, He eat 
not the bread of indolence himſelf, nor ſuffered 
he others to abuſe” the perquilites of office; au 
even his enemies acknqwledge, that if ever Venali- 
ty hung her head, it was during the ad 
tion of this great commoner, 

J be next year, 1759, Mr, Pitt diſpatched the 
Admirals Holmes and Saunders to North Ame- 
rica, with a pawerful fleet; and, in the courſe of 
this ſeaſon, Quebec, the capital af Canada, de- 
ended by General Mantcalm, was taken by. Ge- 
neral Wolfe, who loſt his Jife, as. well ag the 
French (General, at the cloſe of the flege, Mt. 
Wolfe Deu dean een to this arduous and 
inifer himſelf, who well | 


knew 


an 


. hizevorth, _ 1 his A” ag did 
the nation at large, While ſucceſs thus attended 
our operations in Canada, General Amherſt took 
| poſſeſſion of Crown Point and T iconderoga ; and 
General Johnſon, after defeating the French ar- 
my, made himſelf maſter of the important fort, of 
Dar. 7 Any" ft, 

This great ere plans were not gender 
to one ſingle quarter, but to every part of the 
poſſeſſions of the enemy, who found themſelves 
attacked on all fides ; for, while Fame was ſound- 
ing the glories of . our victories over the whole 
continent of North America, the French Weſt- 
India Iſlands were feeling the power of our arms: 
Guadaloupe and Marigalante were forged to yield 
to Britiſh valeur, and receive on their proud bat: 
tlements the triumphant colours of England. 
Nor were matters this year little leſs ſucceſsful 
im the Eat. Indies, where Admiral Pocock diſput- 
ed the ſuperiority of the ſea with M. d'Ache, who, 
after a bloody and deſperate engagement off Pon- 
Aicherry, on the 1oth of September, which was 
maintained with great fury on both ſides for two 
hours, was obliged to fly in the beſt manner he 
was able; and the miniſter, with his uſual pru- 
dence and caution, taking care propetly to rein- 
boree the ad miral on that ſtation, our marine force 


became 


became fo powerful there; that; in a little time, 
the force of France, on the coaſt of Coromandel . 
"was almoſt deſtroyed. EE. 7 
In the Mediterranean, Admitel Boſcawen was 
no leſs troubleſome t6 the Toulon fleet; as it was 
attempting to'paſs the ſtraits of Gibraltar; on the 
15th of Auguſt; when two of Monſieur de la 
Clues ſhips were taken, a third burnt; a fourth 
deſtroyed, and the reſt ſaved themſelves by flight. 
The French court, aſtiamed and etiraged at 
theſe amazing ſucceſſes, at laſt awakened from 
the lethatgy ſurprize had thrown them into, and 
determined on a bold ſtroke, in order, if poſſible, 
to recover their loſt gloty ; but happily for Eng- 
land, ſhe had, at that time; her guardian genius 
at the helm of public affairs; who; with a kind 
of prophetic knowledge, could penetrate the 
moſt latent views of the enemy, could foreſee 
and provide againſt all difficulties, and turn every | 
attempt of our infidious neighbours to our own 
. and to their deſtruction ns: 
The miniſter was now perfectly calm; while | 
be nation in general was terribly alarmed with an 
intended invaſion from France, and the very idea 
of a flat · bottomed boat had then im it ſomething 
terrifying, ' Indeed, the French had formed ſuch 


a ſcheme;and/were actually preparing to put it 
in 
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fa execution. Aſmall ſquadron, to "I n 


ed by M. Thurot, was prepared at Dunkirk; 


while a grand armament, for M. Conflans, was 
equipping at Breſt, and troops were collecting at 


Vannes to put on board them. At Havre they 


were preparing a few ſhips, and a number of flat - 
bottomed boats, to land their troops on this de- 
voted iſland; on the ſucceſs of Wien, the French 


had centered all their hopes. 


Valuckily, however, for our Gattic friends; Ad- 


miral Rodney was ſent to Havre, where he beat 


moſt of cheir boats to pieces, and Thurot himſelf, 
with march difficulty, eſcaped into the north ſeas 
| n Hawke, on the 2oth of November, came 
5 "oh AR ran; mountains high, and the 
Pilots were unacquainted with that rocky and dan- 
gerous coaſt butnoditheultics or [dangers could 


and attacked him off Belleiſle, 


deter that brave officer from the purſuit of glory, 


and the-imereſt of his country. He ſunk two of 


their ſhips, in-whichz every ſoul periſhed; a third 


was taken; and the reſt ought ſecurity in flight, 


In which they were favoured by the darkneſs of 


the cleſing day. Seven Thips eſcaped up the ri- 
ver Villaite, after having throwu cheir guns over 


doard, and part of the reſt: got but to ſen 3 but 
* 8 of the next „ — 
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to the French Admiral, who, finding himſelf in 
te midſt of the Britiſh fleet, ran his ſhip agraund = 

and deſerted it; in which conditian it was hurnt 
by the conquerors. Thurot was a little more 
fortunate with his ſmall ſquadron, having eſcaped | 
their grand ſcene of deſtruction. His good for- 
tune, however, ſoon put on 2 different counte- 
nance ; for, having come round- to. Ireland, he 
was received by Captain Elliot, who attacked 
him with an equal force, on the 21ſt of Febru- 
ary following, when Thurot's head was carried 
off by a. cannon ball, and his three ſhips taken, 
Thus ended this: grand expedition, the preparati- 
ons for which had ſo much alarmed this nation. 
| Theſe amazing ſueceſſes, while they filled all 
| Europe with aſtoniſhment, and our enemies with 
| horror, amazement, and deſpair, raiſed, the 
chearful countenance of every Engliſhman up to 
the miniſter, (who was the ſole planner of theſe 
mighty feats) as to a man TREE more than 
human. | | | 
As the affairs of Germany, a are not the immediate 
objects of my attention, it will be ſufficient to ob- 
ſerve, that, at the cloſe of the campaign, all parties 
| ſeemed to be nearly 1 in the ſame ſtate as at the be- 
ginning. It is however but juſtice to obſerve, that, 
| 9 Germany was not the-field on which Eng- 
140 land 
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land was to hope to reap many advantages, yet 
ſuch was the bravery and intrepidity of the hand- 
ful of Britiſh troops, that they fruſtrated all the 
hopes the French Court had formed of making 
themſelves maſters of Hanover, and of thereby 
being enabled, to put the reſtoration of that elec- 
torate in the balance againſt all our other conqueſts | 
of what nature ſoever. Nor muſt we here omit to 
mention, that in this year was fought the celebrated 
battle, under Prince Ferdinand, on the plains of 


Minden, in which Lord George Sackville ſo re- 
 markably diſtinguiſhed himſelf. Future ages will | 


hardly believe, that ſo wiſe a Prince, as King 
George the Second, could diſgrace a man, and 
even declare him incapable of future ſervices, whom 
King George the Third has honourably diſtin- 
guiſhed with one 'of the moſt important poſts in 
the kingdom. Pofterity will be ſtill more aſto- 


niſhed at this meaſure of his late majeſty, when 


hiſtory ſhall tell them, that this ſame Lord George 


| Germain was the happy planner of the happy expe- 


dition, under the happy and fortunate General Bur- 
goyne; and that our glorious diſputes with the 
colonies were raiſed to the higheſt pitch under his 
wiſe and ever-famous adminiſtration. | 
The approaching winter put an end to the cam 


paign, and the effuſion of human blood for that 


ſeaſon; 3 


'Y 314 

ſieaſon; bg abs ant of France were not diſpoſed 
for peace. Their ſchemes had been every where 
thwarted and defeated; and, as they had nothing 
to balance againſt our conqueſts, they determined 
to try the event of another year, hoping ſtiſl to 
recover their loſt credit and glory. The. Britiſh 
parliament met in the month of Noyember, and 


ſuch was the confidence of the people in their mi- 


niſter, that they then chearfully granted him the 
| amazing ſum of fifteen millions. Indeed, if we con- 
| fider how amazingly our trade was encreaſed at 
this period, and that riches flowed into the nation 
from every quarter of the globe, our commerce 
being extended to a degree beyond whatever had 
before been known, it is not at all ſurprizing, that 
theſe ſupplies were ſo chearfully granted. It was 
naturally expected, that a peace would have been 
made adequate to our ſucceſſes, and that the addi- 
tion of new commercial reſources, would ſoon 
have enabled us, when the war ſhould be happily 
finiſhed, to reduce this hydra-headed national debt 
to a' ſkeleton. Alas! what has experience taught 
us? After a glorious and ſucceſsful war, and a 
jong and uninterrupted peace, our preſent admi- 
niſtration have wantonly and tyrannically plunged 
us into an unnatural war with our colonies, ruin- 
pous to our trade, fatal to our tranquility, and 
| 5 which, 
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which; ſo far from leſſening the national debt, is 


every year enormouſſy adding thereto; ſo that it is 
now felled to ſuch a magnitude as to threaten the 


total ruin of the ſtate by a national barſkruptcy. 


Let us, however, quit this gloomy” proſpect, 
and turn to a Fn 85 of my 8 ad- 


mmiſtration. 


"The Eaſt Indies in the early part of the year 
1762, afforded us new objects of triumph. The 


power of France on the coaſt of Coromandel Was 


Haſtily approaching to its end; General Lally 


Vas defeated by Colonel Cote, and driven to ſeek 


en aum in Pondichefry, che capital of their ter- 
riories in that part of che world, which, by che 


alliſtane of the fleet, was ſoon added to the other 


by FP IRE ne bogs mode 

In America, every Ag Hncocelieds Gubeth 
was entirely conquered by the reduction of Mon- 
real by General Amherſt; ' while Commodore 


Holmes, at Jamaica, tocdk two French frigates, 
und «deſtroyed three others, At the fame time, 
the French flects in Eurepe were blocked up in 
their poris; and, not being able any longer e 


rect their / trade, their commerce was nou/ totally at 
2 ſtand, and their merobants ruined. Never was | 


muell period. 
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Germany continued to be the ſcene of blood and 


daughter, and thouſands fell in the field to ſatiate 
the ambition, rancour, and animoſities, of France 


and her allies. The Marquis of Granby ſucceeded 
to the command of the Britiſh troops on the reſig- 
nation of Lord George Sackville, and diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf greatly as a General at the battle near- 
W arburg. 

Great part of this . was 1 at 
home, in making preparations for a grand expedi- 


tion. A powerful fleet was got ready, and a con- 


ſiderable body of land forces were intended to be 
put on board it; but, unfortunately, Juſt as they 
were upon the point of failing, his late majeſty 
bid adieu to the cares of this world, dying on the 
25th of October, which put a ſtop to the expedi- 


tion, and, in ſome meaſure, to the glory of Mr, 


Pitt's adminiſtration, 

At the acceſſion of George the Third, Great 
Britain had arrived at the higheſt pitch of glory 
and felicity. Bleſſed with concord at home, and 
victory abroad, it ſaw its trade and influence ex- 
tended beyond the example of any former period, 
Though the late King has by ſome been conſidered 
as rematkable n neither for Very W abilities, nor 


. 


the ſeries of ſucceſs, 3, which ditinguiſhed the cloſe 
? F | of 


- f 
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of his reign, procured him much popularity, The 
glory of the miniſter reflected its light on the ſove- 
reign; and it was forgotten, that he had been 


forced into office, in a great meaſure, againſt the 
royal conſent: But the popularity of the late King 


was nothing like that of his ſucceſſor. 


« No ſooner was his majeſty's acceffion known, 
than all ranks of men vied with each other in teſti- 
fying their joy and ſatisfaction. They poured in 


addreſſes of congratulation, before it was poſſible 


for them to be acquainted with the qualities of 
their new ſovereign, who had hitherto led a retired 
life, without interfering in ſtate affairs, or ming- 
ling with the people. He was only known by the 
reports of courtiers, who, of all men, are the leaſt 


to be depended upon in their delineations of a 


prince's character. Having never taken his feat 
in the Houſe of Peers, where the heir apparent 
thould learn the arts of government, and practiſe 
the duties of a ſubject, before he commences 
ſovereign, the knowledge of his talents were left 
to conjecture, and the future proofs of them, which 
he might give in the exerciſe of his authority, 
Not that flatterers were wanting, or even hiſtori- 
ans, who in their fulſome panegyrics anticipated 
the public hopes, and loaded him with every vir- 
rue, We might copy their example, and from 


5! che 
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the ſtores of imagination build up no unſeemly 
edifice; but, being aided by the proſpect of no 
penſion, we decline the attempt as ſuperior to our 
ſtrength. We muſt not, however, neglect remark- 
ing, that weak minds, who are ever fond of no- 
velty, were prepoſſeſſed in his favour from that 
principle; while men of experience and obſerva- 
tion rejoiced to ſee the throne at length filled by a 
Prince, who was born and bred among us, and 
was therefore in a great meaſure free from that 
predilection for Germany, which had in the two 
preceding regions proved ſo prejudicial to the in- 
tereſts of Britain. Much was expected from his 
acquaintance with our laws and conſtitution, much 
| from his knowledge of our manners and language. 
The proſperous iſſue of the war had put the peo- 
ple into a good humour, which was heightened by 
the near proſpect of the total extinction of the 
exiled family, which was fallen into juſt and uni- 
verſal contempt. It was hoped that the nation 
would have time and leiſure to attend fully to the 
extenſion of its trade and commerce, to the regu- 
lation of its finances, and the 3 of its enor- 
mous debts.“ | 
The new reign introduced new n though 


Mr. Pitt as yet kept his place; and the people's 


it % th. — 


2M * Vide the Hiſtory of the N of Gearge the | Third. 
5 + apprehenſion 


ance. Theſe proceedings damped the joy of the 


1 


apprehenfion began to be alarmed on the great 
additions made to the number of the peers. Mr. 
Legge was diſmiſſed being chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, deſpiſing to pay ſervile obedience to the 
very humble abilities of a PORE oats. The 
fpirit of the war ſeemed to relax, and thoſe mea- 
ſures, which had raiſed us from the loweſt ebb 
of deſpair and contempt, were now regarded 
with indifference by the new ſervants. Party, 
which had been long fettered by the wiſdom of 
the miniſter, and the prudence of the late king, 
now broke her chain, and ſtalked abroad in defi- 


people, and gave umbrage to the real friends of 
the crown. Rl 
The war was hs cnet in Germany, 
and the allies opened their military operations in 
| the month of February, 1761; but very little 
was done on our fide; and the king of Pruſſia 
acted upon the defenſive during the whole cam- 
paign. This, however, muſt be attributed to 
ſome overtures of peace, which were made at the 
congreſs held at Augſburg. 
Phe iltuftrious ſecretary, who had thus hum- 
bled the haughty power of Franee, had now the 
mortification to ſee his meaſures not only ſlighted 
but oppoſed. His glory was envied, and the new 
I, ſervants 


* 


{ 37 J ; 
ſervants in power determined to ruin his reputa- 
tion in the opinion of the young monarch. The 
Favourite ruled every thing, and privare intereſt, 
like a _quick-ſand, ſwallowed up whatever ven- 
tured to tread on its deceitful furface. Local dif- 
tinction now took root, and, from an humble 
thiſtle, ſoon over-topped the lofty oak. Mr. Pitt, 
who had ever been an enemy to juntos, and re- 
warded merit wherever he found it, was now treat- 
ed with inſolence and ingratitude by thoſe very 
people, to whom he had been the moſt generous 
friend; for, during the whole time of his admi- 
niſtration, he gave the moſt ample proofs how 
much he was an enemy to national prejudices, and 
how much he valued the extinction of party, and 
the glory of this nation. It was in this period, 
that the great commoner did what none of his 
predeceffors had ever attempted, by uniting the 
hearts ef North Britain in the general cauſe 
againſt the enemies of their king and country. 
He laid the ſcheme betore his royal maſter, who 
immediately ſaw the ſalutary ends it would pro- 
duce. He ſoon carried it into execution, by giv- 
ing encouragement to the ſons and relations of 
thoſe deluded elans and parties, and even tender- 
eld his ſervices to thoſe very people themſelves, 
1 6 4 1 who 


7 
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who bad too long followed the ill-fated. intereſts of 
the houſe of Stuart. | ” 

Battalion after battalion was raiſed, even in the | 
remoteſt parts of the Highlands: Frazers, Mac- 
donalds, Macleans, Macpherſons, and others of 
diſaffected names, were enrolled. - Their heads, 
chieftains, or connections, got commiſſions ; the 
lower claſs, always ready to follow, endeavoured 
who ſhould be firſt enliſted. Thus, by this poli- 
tical ſtroke, he drained the country of thoſe men 
who might have been ſuſpected. 

A ſecond- battalion of Royal Highlanders was 
ſoon ſent to America; Parſlow' s and Pettitot” 8 with 
others, were ſoon recruited in the country: F ra- 
zer's and Montgomery's Highlanders, i in a ſhort 
time trod the wilds of America ; while Morris's | 
ploughed the ocean, and affiſted at compleating 
the conqueſt of Pondicherry ; nor were the {ons 
of Liberty, in the plains of Minden, and foreſts - 
of Germany, wanting of the aſfiſtance of their 
northern brethren ; while the battalions of Camp- 
bell and Keith acted the part of good and faith- 
ful ſubjects to their king and country, of which 
the annals of thofe times bear ample teſtimony. 

His conduct in the marine department deſerves 
fingular applauſe, ſince every honeſt tar is ready 
to acknowledge himſelf indebted to Mr. Pitt, for 

_ ſecuring, 


EW 3 
ſecuring, in ſo eaſy and rational a manner, the 
Payment of the ſeamens wages.“ | 

Our attention, however, to naval expeditions 
were not totally laid aſide; for Mr. Pitt was not 
yet out of adminiſtration. Belleiſle, on the coaſt 
of F rance, was beſieged and taken; and here the 
then Commodore, now Admiral Keppel, gave 
fingular marks of his bravery, leaving his ſhip, 
and entering his barge among the flat-bottomed 
boats, expoſing himſelf to the _ fire of the 

enemy. 

Phe iſland of Dominique was this year taken 
from the French; and though Martinico was not 
reduced till after Mr. Pitt had quitted the helm 
of ſtate, yet no one will diſpute, that it was du- 
ring his adminiſtration the plan was formed. 
Such were the warlike operations and glories of 
this great ſtateſman's adminiſtration, which I ſhall 
here draw into one view, in the words of a mo- 
dern and judicious writer. 
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It was on account of theſe favours conferred on the 
pcotch by the commoner, that they were fond of acknowledg- 
ing that Mr. Pitt was FA Who of from a knightly family in the 
northern clime ; that Mr. Pitt's grandmother was Elizabeth 
Innes, of the houſe of Innes, in Murrayſhire, whoſe family 
has been in poſſeſſion of that eſtate ever ſince the time of king 
Robert de Bruce. 


N Vide a Review of Mr. Pitt's Adminiſtration, 
| * Never 


- 
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ee Never ſinee the days of the eſtabliſhment of 
monarchy in England, has ſuch a ſucceſsful war 
| been carried on, nor ſuch a power and ſpirit ex- 
| erted. The firſt great merit of his adminiſtration 
| hy in rouſing the ſpirit of the people, in baniſh- 
ing dejection and deſpondency, and ſubſtituting 
| joy and hope. His next chief praiſe is in reſtor- 
| ing harmony and unanimity, not only in the 
| : king's council, but in parliament, and through- 
1 out the whole nation: and his laſt moſt important 
| ſervices are, | 

In the'Eaſt-Indies, the total extirpation of 
the French arms and influence. out of the king- 
dom of Bengal, the conqueſt of all their ſettle- 
ments on the coaſt of Coromandel, and every 
other part of the continent in Aſia; conſequent- 
ly encreaſing our great trade to that diſtant quar- 
| ter, and cauſing new riches to flow, as it were, 
1 from new worlds, In Africa, the reduction of 
Senegal and Goree, putting us into entire poſleſ- 
ſion of the gum, and greatly augmenting our 
flave trade, In North America, the conqueſts of 
the iſlands of Cape-Breton and St. John, which 
q put us into an entire poſſeſſion of the fiſheries, 
| j : and reſtored tranquility to Nova Scotia; of that 
2 vaſt and extenſive province of Canada, with all 


L* 


its exterior forts and remote boundaries, which 


not only gave us the poſſeſſion of the furr trade, 
but ſecured quiet and repoſe to all our ſettlements 
in that part, and gave us an empire, which, for 
extent and power, might have been improved 
beyond conception; it likewiſe commanded all 
the interior ſavage counties, lakes, and fine lands, 


Which good policy and good government might 


have ſo ordered and managed, as to have brought 
us great additional wealth and weight, In the 
Weſt-Indies, the reduction of Guadaloupe, | with 
the leffer iſlands contiguous to it, furniſhed ſuch 
a fund of wealth to our merchants as the moſt ex- 
uberant fancy can ſcarce conceive, The conqueſt 
of Martinico, though not made during his ad- 
miniſtration, was in conſequence of his prepara- 
tion and plan, which were ſo unerringly laid, that 
it was almoſt impoſſible they ſhould fail of ſucceſs, 
The ſucceeding miniſtry would fain have derived 
great merit from this conqueſt; but the cand id and 
impartial inſtantly deſpiſed theſe pitiful and diſ- 
honeſt efforts of extorting praiſe, and though they 
_ readily allow Mr. Pitt's ſucceffor all the merit of 
permitting a fleet to fail, which had been deſtined 
and prepared before, yet they would not ſuffer 
the unhallowed hands of Faction to tear the lau- 
rel from his brow, The navy of France was de- 
G ſtroyed 


| 
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: thay by repeated victories ; her ports were 


continually blocked up, which, together with 


the conqueſts of her iſlands and ſettlements, ru- 
ined her trade. Her coaſts were ſeveral times 
inſulted, contributions levied on them, her ſhips 


burned, one of her harbqurs deſtroyed, and there- 


by the terrors of an invaſion, which ſhe had ſo 
often ſent over to'England, reverted in reality up- 
on herſelf. Belleiſſe, her principal and largeſt 


European iſland, taken. In Germany, all her 
efforts baffled and fruſtrated, notwithſtanding her 
ſending there every year great armies, and annu- 
ally paying large ſums to ſeveral powers, to keep 


them in alliance againſt the houſes of Hanover 


and Brandenburgh.” Theſe were thoſe glorious | 
times in which England may be truly ſaid to have 
reached the meridian of her power, wealth, and 
honours ; and future hiſtorians will, very proba- 
bly, dignify this æra, as did the Roman writers 
that of Auguſtus, with the title of the lluftrions 
age. Alas, are we no more to ſee thoſe happy 
days? are we forever funk in the lap of Folly 


Luxury, and falſe Ambition? have our Stateſ- 
men loſt all virtue, and quitted the care of the 


helm, to inliſt in the ruinous ſervice of Indolence, 5 
e _ and * LY 
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We might here, properly enough, cloſe the ae- 
count of Mr. Pitt's glorious adminiſtration; for 
what followed was little more than the intrigues 
of party to procure his reſignation: even this, 
however, we muſt not paſs over in filence. 
France, being reduced to this deplorable ſtate, 
ſet on foot a negociation. for peace ; but Mr. Pitt, 
plainly foreſeeing the infincerity of France, and 
having diſcovered their real intentions, by their 
figning with Spain what was called the family com- 
Pact, treated their propoſals with the juſt con- 
tempt of an Engliſhman jealous for the glory of 
his country, and therefore inſtantly prepared for 
the renewal of the war, He meditated a ſtroke, 
which would have aſtoniſhed all Europe, and at 
once have totally defeated all the purpoſes of the 
family compact. As he was perfectly ſatisfied of 
the inimical intentions of the court of Spain, he 
propoſed to ſend thither a powerful armament to 
demand a categorical anſwer with reſpeCt to their 
intentions; and, if a proper one was not immedi- 
ately given, to employ thoſe forces by ſtriking 
terror into the very bowels of Spain, and inter- 
cepting their treaſures, which were then coming 
from the new world; which muſt have totally 
deprived the Spaniards of the very finews of 
War, | | 
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b 
So bold and daring a project was too great to 
be adopted by thoſe weak and timid ſouls who 
formed the oppoſition, and who could not be 
prevailed on to give credit to any hoſtile intenti- 
ons on the part of Spain. Since that time, and 
even at the preſent,” we have ſeen miniſters very 
bard of belief, when it was not their intereſt, or 
conſiſtent with the ſervile views they had formed, 
to give credit to the moſt authentic informations. 
They were told, that the Americans would fight; 
but they did not think proper to believe it, till 
. they ſaw the whole cantinent of America was loſt: 
They were long fince told of the hoſtile intentions 
of France, and had timely intimation of the treaty 
ſhe was ſigning with the congreſs ; but how could 
men, like ſuch as our preſent adminiſtration is 
formed of, ſuſpect the ſincerity of a Frenchman ? 
= Events have publicly convinced them of their 
| | | folly and incredulity, and they now ſtare each 
| g = other in the face, uttering with inarticulate ſounds, 
Al who could have thought it ! 
| Mr. Pitt was now ſurrounded by opponents, who 
made it a fixed point to oppoſe all his meaſures ; 
El and it was in conſequence of this, that he addreſſ- 
| ed himſelf to the council, in nearly the following 
1 terms: *© This is the time for humbling the houſe | 
of Bourbon ; if this opportunity is let flip, it 


may 


! 


E . 
may never be recovered; and, if I cannot pre- 
vail in this inſtance, - this ſhall be the 14 time I 
will fit in this council. I thank the miniſters of 
the late king for their ſupport : I was called into 
the miniſtry by the people, to whom I confider 
myſelf as accountable for my conduct; and I will 
no longer remain in a fituation, which makes me 
reſponſible for meaſures I am no longer allowed 
to guide.” 

- Such power and influence had the new ſervants 
of the crown acquired, that none but Lord 
Temple ſupported Mr. Pitt in his propoſed mea- 
ſure. The immediate conſequence was, that Mr. 
Pitt and Lord Temple refigned, on the 5th of 
October, 1761. Thus the great commoner re- 
tired from office; a penſion of 3oool. a year was 
ſettled on him, and his lady received atitle. Thoſe, 
who had thwarted all his meaſures'to- promote his 
reſignation, now attem pted to ſully his private 
character, and repreſented him to the public as a 
man, who had made a bargain of his country, and 
ſold it for a penſion, Mr. Pitt, finding himſelf 
traduced day after day in the public papers, ex- 
plained the cauſe of his and Lord Temple's reſig- 
nations, in the tollowing letter to his friend in the 
mm. 

5 Dear 
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- 6. Dear Sir, 

« < Findivg, to my great ſurpriſe, that the * 
and manner of my reſigning the ſeals, is groſſſy 
miſrepreſented in the city, as well as that the moſt 
gracious and ſpontaneous marks of his majeſty's 
approbation of my ſervices, which marks followed 
my re{tgnation, have been infamouſly traduced as 
2 bargain for my forſaking the public, I am under 
a neceſfity of declaring the truth of both theſe 
facts, in a manner which, I am ſure, no gentle- 


man will contradict. A difference of opinion, 


with regard to meaſures to be taken againſt Spam, 
of the higheſt importance to the honour” of the 


crown, and to the moſt eſſential national intereſts, 


and this founded on what Spain had already done, 
not on What that court may further intend to do, 


was the cauſe of my reſigning the feals, Lord 


Temple and I ſubmitted in writing, and ſigned by 
us, our moſt humble ſentiments to his majeſty, 
which being over- ruled by the united opinion of 
all the reſt of the King's ſervants, I reſigned the 
ſeals on Monday, the 5th.of this month, in order 
not to remain reſponfible for meaſures, which TI 
was no longer allowed to guide. Moſt gracious 
public marks of his majeſty's approbation of my 


ſervices followed my reſignation. They are un- 
merited and unſolicited, and I ſhall ever be proud 
r | 5 , to | 


19 ] 

to have received them from „r beſt of fore- 

' reigns, 1 : | 

4 will now only add, my dear Sir, that I have 
explained theſe matters only for the honour of 

truth, not in any view to court the return of con- 

fidence from any man, who with a credulity, as 


weak as it is injurious, has thought fit haſtily to 


withdraw his good opinion for one, who has ſerved 
his country with fidelity and ſucceſs, and who 
zuftly reveres the candid and upright judgment of 
it, little ſolicitous about the cenſures of the capri- 
cious and the ungenerous. Accept my fincereſt 
acknowledgments for all your kind friendſhips and 
believe me ever, with truth. and eſteem, my dear 
Sir, your faithful friend, | | 
Oc. 14, 1765. 80 . Pirr.“ 


This letter was ſo well received in the city, as 
not only to excuſe, but even juſtify him in the 
opinion of every impartial perſon. On the 22d of 
the ſame month, the city of London reſolved to 
give their thanks to Mr. Pitt for his many great 
and eminent ſervicès, and to lament the national 
| loſs of fo able a miniſter. At the ſame time they 
alſo reſolved to give inſtructions to their members, 


with regard to their future behaviour in N 
ment. 


No 
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No ſooner had Mr. Pitt quitted the manage 
ment of public affairs, than the new miniſtry, 
under the guidance and direction of the Favourite, 
ſhifted about the helm, and ſteered a new courſe. 
Inſtead of a powerful fleet, they ſent an ambaſſa- 
dor to Spain, and trifled away upwards of three 
months in futile negociations, till in the month of 
January, 1762, a declaration of war againſt Spain 
made its pitiful appearance, which the raſhneſs of 
the Spaniards, and not the firmneſs of the Engliſh 
miniſtry, made indiſpenſibly neceſſary, in order to 
make the world believe, that they had ſome regard 
for the real dignity of the crown. The wiſdom 
and foreſight of Mr. Pitt were now conſpicuous 
to the world, and to the ſhame and confuſion of 
his oppoſers while in adminiſtration. The calumny 
of his enemies, which had lived for a moment, 
was now ſunk in oblivion, and every tongue united 
in condemning thoſe men, who, without abilities 
or integrity, and by the moſt mean and under-hand 
artifices, had circumvented a miniſter, who was 
juſtly confidered as the ſpirit of the war, the genivs 
of England, and the comet of the age. This was 
the beginning of that ſyſtem of blunders which is 
adopted at this day, and is the parent of all the 
calamities we feel at preſent, and have ſtill to dread 
in future: 


Ay ; 


k 
| ſe would be extending this lirtle work beyond 
the limits we have preſcribed it, were we to enter 
into a detail of the events of the retnainder of the 
war: It will be ſufficient to ſay, that the attention 
of the Favourite was wholly employed on the ideas 
of peace, which he determined to procure at any 
rate; ſo that, on the. 25th of November, 1762; 
the preliminary articles were figned at Fontain- 
bleau, by the plenipotentiaries of France and Spain By 
on one fide, and Great Britain on the other, in 
which Portugal was to be included; and on the 
22d the ratification of the three powers was ex⸗ 
changed at Verſailles. Thus, after all our glorious 
conqueſts, Engliſhmen ſneaked over to France to 
patch up a peace. 5 | 
The merits of the peace were warmly debated iti 
the Houſe of Commons; but the Favourite well 
knew he was ſafe and ſecure in a venal majority. 
Mr. Legge attacked it on various grounds: He 
inſiſted, that the union of the whole Houſe of 
Bourbon, which was replete with reciprocal advan- 
tages to both France and Spain, was not broken 
by this peace; that the fiſheries granted to the for- 
mer, would prove to her a mine of wealth; that 
the Weſt India ſettlements, which were reſtored 
to both, would immediately, and without any ex- 
pence, put their commerce on a reſpectable ſoot- 
| H - 
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* . - ok and that it would, in a thort time, er | 
1 them with the means of maintaining another war. 
As every trader fells his commodities to the beſt 
bidder, ſo thoſe, who make a trade of government, 
diſpoſe of their Voices to the beft advantage, and 
adminiſtration is the ſure.and certain market, where 
they always find a purehaſer. On this grand day 
of debate in the Houſe of Commons, ſome were 
abſent through fickneſs, others had more important 
buſineſs to attend; ſome were permitted to be ab- 
ſent, and others ſtaid away, without even a ſhadow 
of an excuſe for their ſhameful deſertion. But be 
it remembered to the honour of Mr. Pitt, that 
though a ſevere fit of the gout had long confined 
him to his chamber, he was brought to the houſe 
in flannels, and ſpoke near three hours on the na- 
ture of the peace. He went through each article 
ſeparately; and, withqut paying regard to any 
| _ or facdzon, derne fome ae auth 


1 4 on 6 # e ee as it had enge 3 his and 
Lord Temple's reſolutions, to infift on the whole 
of them. He concluded by giving his opinion, 
that the terms were inadequate to the conqueſts, and 
the. juſt expectations of the nation, He was at 
that time ſo. infirm, and afflicted with ſoeh violent 
pains, that, being no benen. to ſtand, though 

— 


| 


1 | 
ſupported by his friends, he was permitted to de- 
liver che remainder of his ſentiments ſitting; and at 
laft, overcome by fatigue, he was obliged to quit 
the houſe before it divided. 

As ſoon as the peace was concluded, every mi- 
niſterial artifice was made uſe of, to procure ad- 
 drefles from every part of the kingdom, where they 
were to be obtained, expreſſing the people's appro- 
bation of, and congratulations on, the glorious peace 
ſo - wiſely concluded. Mr, Pitt received no unea- 
| fineſs on that account, well knowing in what man- 
ner they were procured: But the addreſs from Bath 
ſeemed to have made ſome impreſſion on his mind, 
1 hall here therefore . het addreſs. 


+ 


I by B ath Adareſe. 


c To the king 8 moſt Excellent Maieſty, . 
„ We, the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common 
Council, of the ancient and loyal City of Bath, 
do beg leave to congratulate and thank your ma- 
Jeſty for an adequate and advantageous peace, which 
you have graciouſly procured for your people, 
after a long and very expenſive, though neceſſary 
and glorious war, which your majeſty, upon your 
acceſhon to the throne, found your e en- 
. 6: 
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e And we take the liberty to aſſure your ma- 
jeſty, that, upon all occaſions, we ſhall be ready 
to give the moſt evident proofs of the trueſt zeal 
and duty, which the moſt dutiful ſubjects can teſ- 
tify to the moſt gracious and beſt of princes. 
„ teſtimony whereof we have hereunto affixed 
our common ſeal, the 8th day of May, 176 * | 


In conſequence of this addreſs, the following 
letters paſſed between Mr. Pitt and Mr. Allen, 
the particulars of ira r will ſufficiently explain 


themſelve ves, 


Dear Sir, Hayes, June 2, 1763, 
« Having declined accompanying Sir John Sea- 
bright, in preſenting the addreſs from Bath, tranſs 
' mitted to us jointly by the Town Clerk, I think 
it, on all accounts, indiſpenſably neceſſary, that I 
ſhould inform you of the reaſon of my conduct, 
The epithet « of adequate given to the peace, con- 
tains a deſcription of the conditions of it, ſo repug- 
nant to my unalterable opinion concerning many 
of them, and fully declared by me in parliament, 
that it was as impofflble for me to obey the corpo · 
ration 8 commands in preſenting their addreſs, ag 
it was unexpected to receive ſuch a commiſſion. 
As to my opinion of the peace, I will only ſay, that 
J formed it with ſincerity, according to ſuch lights 
| F 


E11 
as my little experience, and ſmall portion of under 
ſtanding, could afford me. This conviction muſt 
remain to myſelf the conſtant rule of my conduct; 
and, I leave to others, with much deference to their 
better information, to follow their own judgment. 
Give me leave, my dear, good Sir, to deſire to con- 
vey, through you, to Mr. Mayor, and to the gen- 
tlemen of the corporation, theſe my free ſentiments; 
and with the juſteſt ſenſe of their paſt goodneſs to- 
wards me, plainly to confeſs, that I perceive I am 
but ill qualified to form pretenſions to the future 
favour of gentlemen, who have come to think ſo 
differently from me, on matters of the higheſt im- 
portance to the national welfare. I am ever, with 


reſpect and affectionate eſteem, my dear Sir, your 


faithful friend and obliged humble ſervant. | 

| Signed W. Pirr. 
Lady Chatham joins me in all compliments 
to the family of Prior Park. e 
| 50 To * * _ * 


6 Prior Fats Jar 4, 1763, 
f5 My deareſt Sir, 

* It is extremely painful to me, to find by the 
letter, which you was . pleaſed to ſend to me the 
| ſecond of this month, that the word adequate i in the 
Path addreſs has been ſo very offenſive to you, as 

to 


1 4 ] 
friends in the corporation from teſtifying for the 
future their great attachment to you. © 
* Upon this occaſion, in juſtice to them, it is 
ineumbent on me to acquaint you, that the excep- 
tionable word does not reſt with them, but myſelf, 
who ſaddenly drew up that addreſs, to prevent 
their ſending of another, which the Mayor brought 
14 to me, in terms that I could not concur in. Copies 
[2 | of. the two terms I have taken the liberty to ſend 
1 : io you in the incloſed paper, for your private peru- 
4 fal; and Sir John Seabright having, in his letter 
to Mr. Clutterbuck, only acquainted him, that in 
your abſence in the country he delivered the ad- 
refs, I ſhall decline executing your commands to 
the corporation on this delicate point, unleſs you = 
renew them, upon the peruſal of this letter, which 
for ſafety 1 have {ent by a meſſenger; and 1 beg 
your anſwer to it by him, who has orders to wait 


for it. 20 
« Permit me to ſay, that 1 have not the leaſt 


dbjection to, but the higheſt regard, and even ve- 


'.8 neration for your whole conduct; neither have I 

| fo 

| any apdlogy to make for the expreffion, in which 

N % 
1 I am ſo unfortunate to differ from you. And 


with the utmoſt reſpect, affection, and gratitude, 
8 0 2 8 5 ; * f Fo vou : 
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you will akon find me to be, my deareſt Sir, your 
| moſt humble and obedient ſervant. 
: | Sigued R. ae | 
Fo the Right Hon. Mr. Pitt. 


«The beſt wiſhes of this family Ms attend 
| _—_ Chatham, » | 


« My dear Sir, Hayes, June 5, 1763. 
I am ſorry that my letter of the ſecond inſt. 
ſhould give you uneaſineſs, and occaſion to you 
the trouble of ſending a meſſenger to Hayes, I 
defire you to be aſſured, that few things can give 
me more real concern, than to find, that my no- 
tions of the public good differ fo widely from 
thoſe of the man, whoſe goodneſs of heart, and 
private virtues, I ſhall ever reſpect and love. I 
am not inſenſible to your kind motives for wiſhing 
to interpoſe time for ſecond thoughts; but know- 
ing how much you approve an open and ingenu- 
ous. proceeding, I truſt that you will ſee the un- 
fitneſs of my concealing from my conſtituents the 
inſurmountable reaſons, - which prevented my 
obeying their commands in. preſenting an addreſs, 
containing a diſavowal of my opinion delivered 
in parliament relating to the peace. As their 
ſervant, T owe to theſe gentlemen an explanati- 
on of my conduct on this occafion ; and as a man 


not 
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| not forgetful of | the diſtinguiſhed honour of havy- 


ing been invited to repreſent them, I owe it, in 


gratitude, to them, -not to think of embarraſſing 


and incumbering, for the future, friends to whom 
1 have ſuch obligations, and who now view with 


approbation meaſures of an adminiſtration, found- 


ed on the ſubverſion of that ſyſtem, which once 
procured me the countenance and favour of the 


city of Bath. On theſe plain grounds, very cool- 


ly weighed, I will venture to beg again, that my 


_ equitable good friend will be ſo good to convey 


to Mr. Mayor, and the gentlemen of the corpo- 


ration, my ſentiments, as contained in my letter 


of the ſecond inſtant. 


“ am ever, with unchanging ſentiments of 
reſpect and affection, my dear Sir, moſt EP : 
Ours. 


6 W. n 


8 ( prior Pak; June « 9; 1763. 

« My deareſt Sir, | ; 
« With the greateſt anxiety and concern, 1 
have, in obedience to your repeated and - poſitive 


commands, executed ms moſt painful commiſſion 
that I ever received. 5 | 


8 Upon this diſagreeable occaſion, give me 
leave juſt to ſay, that however different our abi- 


55 ht 16 


ö | 
lities may be, it is the duty of every honeſt man, 
after he has made the ſtricteſt enquiry, to act 
- purſuant to the light which the Supreme Being 
has been pleaſed to diſpenſe to him; and this be- 
ing the rule that I am perſuaded we both govern 
ourſelves by, I ſhall take the liberty now only to 
add, that it is impoſſible for any perſon to retain 
higher ſentiments of your late glorious admini- 
ſtration than I do, nor can be with truer fidelity, 
zeal, affection, and reſpect, than TI have been, 
ſill am, and always ſhall be, my deareſt Sir, 
£ Your moſt humble 
ee and moſt obedient ſervant, 
Signed, R. ALLEN. 
17 the Right Hon. Mr. Pitt. b 


c The beſt wiſhes of this n wait upon 
Lady Chatham.” 


Mr. Pitt now retited PIER the noiſe and | buſtle 
of public bufineſs, and from the venal and cor- 
rupt boundaries of a court, to enjoy in retire- 
ment the pleaſing recollection of the ſervices he 
had done his country, and the honours he had ac- 
quired during his upright and glorious admini- 
ſtration. The popular heats were but little ſub- 
ſided, and the Favourite was reſtleſs, and unſteady 

| 1 : + 
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in all his reſolutions. He was but little ſatisfied 
with his new adminiſtration, and formed ſome 
thoughts of diſſolving them, or at leaſt making 
fuch alterations as might give them A different 
appearance. He had conſtantly in contemplation 
the idea of reſtoring Mr. Pitt to his former office, 
for clandeſtine politics were his darling ſtudy; 
but how to make the haughty patriot ſubſervient 
to his ſecret and over-ruling influence, was a mat- 
ter not eaſily to be ſettled. He flattered himſelf, 
that ſhould he be able to accompliſh this point, 
he might then rule in private, without expoſing, 
kimſelf to the hatred of the people, and at the 
fame time ſtrengthen his power at court. | 
In the month of September, on the death of 
the Earl of Egremont, ſome overtures were made 
by the Favourite to Mr. Pitt, through the affiſt- 
ance of Mr. Alderman Beckford, and he flattered 
himſelf with ſome hopes of ſucceſs; and, on the 
29th of September, 1763, Mr. Pitt was intro- 
duced to the king at the queen's palace, in conſe-- 
quence of this opinion; what paſſed at this inter- 
view, it may reaſonably be ſuppoſed was never 
really known but to the parties preſent ; and in- 
deed ſecrets of fo delicate a nature ought never 
to be diſcloſed. However, though we know not 
what the terms were, yet certain it is, that they 
were 
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were rejected, as not being conſiſtent with the ho- 
nour and reputation of Mr. Pitt; and, upon a ſe- 
cond interview with the king, the whole matter 
ſubſided. 

Attempts were again ads by the Fayourite to 
bring Lord Temple and Mr. Pitt into office; but 
they were conſtantly ſteady in their reſolutions of 
never ſubmitting to the dictates of the ſecret ma- 
nager. The Duke of Cumberland now came for- 
ward to promote this defired end; and Mr. Pitt 
was again twice more cloſeted at the queen's pa- 
lace, and a third time, both he and Lord Tem- 
ple; but, as they found the Favourite was {till 
lurking at the bottom of theſe negociations, and 
as they were to be linked with men, whoſe max- 
ims and principles were totally oppoſite to theirs, 
they determined not to hazard their reputation on 

ſuch connections, and they declared they would 
not accept. 5 

The day, however, was haftily avoid in 
which the popularity of Mr. Pitt was to receive a 
ſevere check. The Rockingham adminiſtration 
(in which Conway and Grafton were ſecretaries of 
ſtate, and Dowdeſwell Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer) were formed, under the mediation of the 


Duke of Cumberland, on the 1oth of July, 1765. 


I 2 | n 
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The following account of this adminiſtration will 
ſufficiently ſhew its complexion. 
In that ſhort ſpace of time, the diſtractions of 


the Britiſh empire were quieted, by the repeal of - 
the American ſtamp- act, but the conſtitutional 


1 


ſu periority of Great-Britain was preferved, by 
| the act for ſecuring the dependence of the colo- 
nies. Private houſes were relieved from the ju- 
riſdiction of exciſe, by the repeal of the cyder- 
act; and the perſonal liberty of the ſubje& was 
confined, by the reſolution againſt general war- 
rants. The lawful ſecrets of buſinefs and friend- 
ſhip were rendered inviolable, by the reſolution 
for condemning the ſeizure of papers. 
The trade of America was ſet free from inju- 
dicious and ruinous impoſitions; its revenues 
were improved, and ſettled upon a rational-foun- 
dation; its commerce extended with foreign 
countries; while all the adyantages were ſecured 
to Great-Britain, by the act for repealing certain 
duties, and encouraging, regulating, and ſecuring 
the trade of this kingdaw, R and the Britiſh domi- 
nions in America. | 
Materials were infured and provided to our 
manufactures, the ſale of theſe manufactures were 
increaſed, the African trade preſerved and extend- 
ed, the principles of the. act of navigation pur« 
| ſued, 
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ſued, and the plan improved; and the trade for 
bullion rendered free, ſecure, and permanent, 
by the act for opening certain ports in Dominica 
and Jamaica. 

That adminiſtration was the firſt which propo- 
ſed and encouraged public meetings and free con- 
ſultations of merchants from all parts of the 
kingdom; by which means the trueſt lights were 
received, great benefits were derived to manufac- 
tures and commerce, and the moſt extenſive proſ- 

pects were opened for further 1 improvements. | 
Under them, the intereſts of our northern and 
ſouthern colonies, before that time jarring and 
diſſonant, were underſtood, compared, adjuſted, 
and perfectly reconciled. The paſſions and ani- 
moſities of the colonies, by judicious and lenient 
meaſures, were allayed and compoſed, and the 
foundation laid for a laſting agreement — 
them. 

Whilſt that . e ** the li 
berty and commerce of their country, as the true 
baſis of its power, they conſulted its intereſts, 


they aſſerted its honour abroad, with temper and 
firmneſs, by making an advantageous. treaty of 
commerce with Ruſſia; by obtaining a liquidation 
of the Canada bills, to the ſatisfaction of the pro- 
prietors; by reviving and raiſing from its aſhes 
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the negociation for the Manila ranſom, which 


had been extinguiſhed and enen by their 


predeceſſors. 

They treated their "OMIM with decency and 
reverence; they diſcountenanced the dangerous 
and unconſtitutional practice of removing milita- 
ry officers for their votes in parliament. They 


firmly adhered: to thoſe friends of liberty, who 
had run all hazards in its cauſe, and provided for 


them in preference to every other claim. 

In the proſecution of their meaſures, they were 
traverſed by an oppoſition of a new and fingular 
character, an oppoſition of placemen and pen- 
ſioners; and, having juſtly acquired ſome popu- 
larity by the prudence of their conduct, they be- 
gan to alarm the jealouſy of the Favourite, who 
was ever ſuſpicious, reſtleſs, and unſettled. He 


therefore determined io form a new adminiſtration, 


which he accompliſhed on the 3oth of July, 1766. 
The removal of that adminiſtration from pow- 
er was not to them premature, ſince they were 
in office long enough to accompliſh -many plans 
of public utility, and, by their perſeverance and 
reſolution, rendered the way ſmooth and eaſy to 
their ſucceſſors, having left their king and their 
country in a much better condition than they 
ay them. : 

5 However 


N 

However important were the ſervices of this 
adminiſtration, the people did not think ſo much 
of them as they deſerved, becauſe they could not, 
without diſguſt, ſee Mr. Pitt decline any ſhare f 
it. This adminiſtration declared againſt any con- 
nection with the Favourite; but they certainly 
came in under his influence, and, however far 
they might throw off his yoke, as they encreaſed 
in power, yet one circumſtance will incontrovert- 
tbly prove their dependence on that unpopular 
nobleman—the reſtoration of his brother Stuart 
Mackenzie to the office of Privy-ſeal of Scotland 
for life : a ſtep, which was equally odious and un- 
conſtitutional, fince it tended to renew the feudal | 
ſyſtem, and to make the great offices of ſtate here- 
ditary in certain families. 

Every thing being now properly Sande the 
new adminiſtration made its appearance, to the 
aſtoniſhment of the whole nation: The Duke of . 
Grafton was appointed to the head of the Treaſury, 
in the room of the Marquis of Rockingham; the 

Earl of Shelburne Secretary of State, in the room 
of the Duke of Richmond; Lord Camden Lord 
High Chancellor, in the room of the Earl of 
Northington; the Rt. Hon. Charles Townfhend 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, in the room of Mr. 
Dowdeſwell; and Mr. Pitt (then created Viſcount 
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Pynfent and Earl of Chatham) Lord Privy Seal. 


| Many other changes took place, both at that time, 


and fubſequently, 3 in all the different * 
of ſtate. 

The good opinion, which had been conceived of 
the late miniſtry, was much encreaſed by the diſ- 
intereſtedneſs they ſnewed upon quitting their poſts, 


as they retired, without a place, penſion, or rever- 


ſion, ſecured to themſelves or their families, which 
perhaps much promoted thoſe numerous addreſſes, 
which were preſented to the Marquis of Rocking- 
ham upon that event. On the other hand, many 
of thoſe, who were the moſt attached to the Earl 


of Chatham, regretted, that inſtead of weakening 


and dividing an intereſt, which the public wiſhed 
to be ſupported, and contributing to remove a mi- 
niſtry, in which they had placed a confidence, he 
had not rather, by coinciding and acting along 
with them, contributed to give them that perma- 
nency, which was ſo much deſired and wanted. 
There were other reaſons, which greatly contri- 

buted to leſſen his popularity, of which this noble 
Lord had before poſſeſſed ſo boundleſs a ſhare: 
Among theſe, his quitting the Houſe of Commons, 


and accepting a Peerage, was not the leaſt; and 


his acting along with, and bringing into place and 
power, perſons who had the misfortune to be ſup- 
Poſed 
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| poſed of a pa „ which had been long held very 
obnoxious, con Abutea its full ſhare. 

Lord Cheſterfictd, in his Letters to his Son; has 
treated theſe events very freely: As the opinion of 
o great a ſtateſman will undoubtedly be more ac. 
ceptable to our readers than mere conjectures of 
our own, we ſhall here prefent an abſtra& or two = 
from that excellent collection. | 
* Auguſt 1, 1766. The curtain was at t laſt 
drawn up, the day before yeſterday, and diſcovered 
the new actors, together with the. old ones. I do 
not name them to you, becauſe to-morrow's 
Gazette will do it full as well as I could. Mr. 
Pitt, who had a carte Blanche given him, named 
every one of them: But what would you think he 
named himſelf for?=Lord Privy Seal, and (what 
will aftoniſh you, as it does ery mortal — 

Earl of Chatham. | 

The joke here is, that He Has had's' fall af 
fairs, and has done himſelf ſo much hurt, that he 
will never be able to ſtand upon his legs again. 
Every one is puzzled how to account for this ſtep; 
though it would not be the firſt time, that 7 
abilities have been duped by le cunding. 

be it what it will, he is now certainly only Carl ape 
Chathiatt, and no longer Mr, Pitt ib ary __ 
Whatever, 


; | K : | 0 Such 
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Such an event, I believe, was never read nor 
heard of. To withdraw, in the fulneſs of his 
power, and in the utmoſt gratification of his ambi- 
tion, from the Houſe of Commons, (which pro- 
cured him his power, and which could alone inſure 
it to him) and to go into 2% hoſpital of incurables, 
the Houſe of Lords, is a meaſure ſo unaccountable, 
that nothing but proof poſitive could have made 
me believe it; but true it is 

Charles Townſhend has now v the ſole manage- 
ment of the Houſe of Commons; but how long 
he, will be contented to be only Lord Chatham's 
Vicegerent there, is a queſtion which I will not 
pretend to determine. There is one very bad ſign 
for- Lord Chatham in his new dignity; which 
is, that all his enemies, without exception, rejoice 
at it, and all his friends are ſtupid and dumb- 
founded. If I miſtake not much, he will, in the 
courſe of a year, enjoy perfect otium cum dignitate.” 
September 12, 1766. I do not wonder, that 
you do wonder at Lord Chatham's conduct. If 
he was not outwitted into his Peerage by Lord 
B—, his accepting it is utterly inexplicable. - The 
 inftruments he has choſen for the great offices, I. 
believe, will never fit the ſame caſe. It was cruel 
to put ſuch a boy as Lord G— oyer the head of 
old Ligonier; and, if I had been the former, I, 
3: | „ would 


a? 


t 
would have refuſed that commiſſion, during the 
life of that honeſt and brave old General. All 
this to quiet the Duke of R— to a reſignation, 
and to make Lord B— Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 
land, i nil I will venture to an that he 
will not do.“ | 8 
** December. 9, 1766. It may be you expect 
ſome political news from me; but I can tell you, 
that you will have none; for no mortal can com- 
prehend the preſent ſtate of affairs: Eight or nine 
people, of ſome conſequence, have reſigned their 
employments; upon which Lord Chatham made 
overtures to the Duke of Bedford and his party; 
but they could by no means agree, and his Grace 
went the next day, full of wrath, to Wooburne: 
So that negociation 1s entirely at a ſtand. People 
wait to ſee who Lord Chatham will take in, for 
ſome he muſt have: : Even he cannot be alone, 
contra mundum. Such a ſtate of affairs, to be ſure, 
was never ſeen before in this or any other country, 
When this miniſtry ſhall be ſrtled, it nl be the 
fixth miniftry in fix years time.” | (a 2 
* October 30, 1767. I fend you no politics, 
for here are neither politics nor miniſters. Lord 
Chatham is quiet at Pynſent in Somerſetſhire, and- 
his former ſubalterns do nothing, ſo that nothing 
is done, Whatever places or preferments are dif. 
K 2 paſod 


191 | 

poſed of, come evidently from Lord B, who 
affects to be inviſible, and who, like a wood-cock, 
thinks that, if his head is but hid, he is not _ 
at all.” 

% December 27, 1767. En nova progenies. 
The outlines of a new miniſtry are now declared; 
but they are not yet filled up: It was formed by 

the Duke of Redford. Lord Chatham ſeems to 
he out of the queſtion, and is at his re-purchaſed 
houſe at Hayes, where he will not ſee a mortal. 
« + +» + » Lord Chatham has neither ſeen nor 
ſpoken to any one, and has been in the addeſt 
Way in the world.“ “ | 

It will be endleſs to attempt to purſue admini- 
ſration through its various changes, as almoſt 
every week gave ſome new proof of its fluctuat - 
ing and unſettled ſtate; but one matter deſervs par- 
ticular notice. On the ſecond of February, 1768, 
a commiſſion was iſſued under the great ſeal, au · 
thorizing and empowering Richard Sutton, Wil · 
liam Blair, and William Frazer, Eſqrs. or any 

two of them, to execute the office of keeper of his 
Majeſty's Privy Seal, for and during the ſpace and 
term of fix weeks, determinable nevertheleſs at his 


„M. Stanhope, ta whom theſe letters were written, died 
the 16th of November, 1768. | 


majeſty's 


WE Ws 


majeſty s pleaſure; and alſo to grant, during * 
majeſty's pleaſure, to the Right Honourable Wil- 
liam Earl of Chatham, the ſaid office of keeper of 
his majeſty's Seal, from and after the ſaid term of 
fix weeks, or other ſooner mn, of the ſaid 


commiſſion. - 

The plea. for this ſſep was, FD the common 
courſe of huſineſs might not be interrupted or im- 
peded by his. Lardſhip's ill ſtate of health; but it 
is well known, that a more powerful argument 
was the cauſe of it; A dark, gloomy, and ini- 
quitous buſineſs was to receive the Seal and ſancti- 
on of Lord Chatham: His virtye ſhuddered at the 


| idea; but a long ſeries of illneſs had fo far weakened | 


his mental faculties, that he refigned the Seals, 
Pro tempore, for others to execute the diabolical 
deed, and then he re· accepted them on the 21ſt to 
the ſame month. 

Lord Chatham, who was regarded as the founder 
of this miniſtry, had, from bodily diſorders and 
other cauſes, in a great meaſure withdrawn from 
public buſineſs, and had totally loſt that lead in 
their councils and meaſures, which it was thought 
he muſt always poſſeſs during the continuance of 
that ſyſtem. They now found, totally unpopular 
as they were, that they were able to act of them- 
ſelves, and 15 opp being thought no longer 

| neceſſary, 
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neceſſary, a total neglect and indifference ſoon took 


place: He was no longer thought of, nor conſulted 
upon any occaſion. He therefore, on the 2d of 
November following, refigned the Privy Seal, 


Which was given to the Earl of Briſtol. 


The Favourite, now imagining he had totally 
ſabverted the popularity of Lord Chatham, con- 
fidered himſelf as at full liberty to execute all the 
favourite maxims he had adopted, and therefore 
filled every department with men, who were im- 


plicitly obedient to his rule and conduct. Popery 
was eſtabliſhed in Canada, as an introduction to its 


promotion in England; and the proteſtant colonies 


were intended to be made ſubſervient to the tools 


of his ambition, by loading America with taxes, 
places, and penſions. To oblige America to con- 
tribute to the national debt was the plea; but, in 
all human probability, had he ſucceeded in this 
attempt, the revenues of America would have 


been applied as thoſe of Ireland now are; and the 
nation at large, ſo far from being bettered by it, 


would have been only left to lament the approach- 
ing appearance of thoſe ſhackles of ſlavery, which 
too conſtantly accompany an enormous encreaſe of 
the power of the crown. A ſeries of years paſſed 
in one continued chain of blunders, when Lord. 
Chatham, having a little recovered his health, 
l 3 
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again ſtepped forth as the champion of the people, 


to ſave, if poſſible, this devoted country from the 
_ diſgrace and impending ruin, with which. it was 


threatened. 


In the beginning of the year 1175, Lord Cha- 


tham attended the houſe, and preſented a bill, 
entitled, * A Proviſional Act for ſettling the trou- 
bles in America, and for aſſerting the ſupreme 
legiſlative authority, and ſuper-intending power, 
of Great Britain over the Colonies.” 

This bill ſet forth, that the king and parliament 
had full power and authority to make laws and 
ſtatutes of ſufficient force and validity to bind the 
people of the Britiſh colonies in America, in all 
matters touching the general. weal of the whole 


dominion of the imperial crown of Great-Britain, 
and beyond the competency of the local repre- 


ſentative of a diſtinct colony; and moſt. eſpeci- 


ally an indiſpenfible and indubitable right to make 
and ordain laws for regulating navigation and trade 
throughout the complicated ſyſtem of Britiſh. com- 


merce. 


That no tallage, tax, or other charge for his 
majeſty's revenue, ſhould be commanded or levi- 
ed from Britiſh freemen in America, without their 
common conſent, by act of Provincial aſſembly 


there, duly convened for that purpoſe. 


6 That 


' 
: 
| 
1 
1 
pd 
1 


all 


. 

That the delegates from the reſpective provin- 
ces, lately affembled at Philadelphia, mould there 
meet in general Congreſs at a time fixed, and 


make a free grant to the king, his heirs and ſuc- 


ceffors, of a certain perpetual revenue, ſubje& to 
the diſpofirion of the Britiſh parliament, to be 
by them appropriated to the alleviation of the 
national debt. 

That the powers of adrnivatry and vice-admi- 


ralty courts, in America, ſhall be reſtrained with- 
in their ancient limits; and the trial by Jury, in 


all civil caſes, where the ſame may have been 
aboliſhed, reſtored; and that no ſubje& in Ame- 
rica ſhall, in capital caſes, be liable to be indick - 
ed and tried for the ſame, in any place out of the 
province, wherein ſuch offence ſhall be alledged to 
have been committed, nor be deprived of a trial 


by his peers of the vicinage ; nor thall it be awful 


to ſend perſons indicted for murder in any pro- 
vince of America, to another colony, or ne 


Britain for trial. 


That all the acts paſſed at different times, du- 
ring the preſent reign, which are repreſented to 
have been found! grievous; * be n 


| y repealed; and annulled. 


That his majeſty's judges in coutts of law in 
the colonies of America, * be appolaret! with' 


ſalaries | 
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| Kalaries by the crown, ſhall hold their offices. and 


ſalaries as his majeſty's judges in England, quam 


din ſe bene geſſerint; and that the colonies. are 


juſtly entitled to all the privileges granted * ** 7 


— charters or conſtitutions. © | 

Theſe were the heads of that bill, which his 
- lordſhip propoſed, not only as the foundation, but 
as the only plan of reconciliation, and the ſureſt 
means of healing the breach between' the mother 
country and her colonies ; but the miniſtry were 
at preſent too ſanguine in their expeCtations, fo 
ſubmit to offer any other terms than thoſe of ab- 


great majority. Adminiſtration were too little Ac 


quainted with the nature of things to foreſee what 
would happen in the fatal year of 199779—a year 


that will make one of the moſt frightful images 
in the annals of this country, and from which 
Future hiſtorians will e 925 the commence- 
ment of our ruin. . 
On the 3oth of May, 77255 hi lordthip. a 2 
tended in his place in the houſe, and made the 
| following motion ; That an humble addreſs be 
preſented to his majeſty, moſt dutifully repreſent- 
ing to the royal wiſdom, that this houſe is deeply © 
penetrated with the- view of impending ruin to 


this lee, from the continuation of an unna- 
= _ tural 


* * 
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tural war againſt the Britiſh colonies in America; 
and moſt bumbly to adviſe his majeſty, to take 
the moſt ſpeedy and effectual meaſures for putting 
2 frog to ſuch fatal hoſtilities, upon the only juſt 
and ſolid foundation; namely, the removal of ac- 
cumulated grievances ;' and to aſſure his majeſty, 
that this houſe will enter upon this great and ne- 
; ceffary work with chearfulneſs and diſpatch, in 
order to open to his majeſty, the only means af 
regaining the affections of the Britiſh colonies, 
and of ſecuring to Great-Britain the commercial 
advantages of thoſe invaluable poſſeſſions; fully 
oy perſuaded, that to heal and redreſs, will be more 
congenial to the goodneſs and magnanimity of his 
 majefty, and more prevalent over the hearts of 
generous free- born ſubjects, than the rigours of 
5 chaſtiſement, and horrors of civil war, which hi- 
therto have ferved only to ſharpen reſentments, 
and conſolidate union, and, if continued, muſt 
end finally in diflolving all ties between Great. 
5 aden and her colonies? 
His lordſhip ſupported his motion wich peculi- 
ar ſenſibility, reſolution and addrefs. He endea- 
voured to im preſs on his auditors with the propriety 
and neceffity of his motion, chiefly on the follow- 
ing grounds. He afferted generally, that the war 
with America W was unnatural in "Itſelf, and odious 
0 
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to the people; that, although the contrary. were 
the caſe, Great-Britain, from the various circum- 
ſtances combined with, or growing out of ſuch a 
conteſt, would be drained of her millions, deprived 

of her reſources. drawn from trade and commerce, 
| the evident conſequence of which would be na- 
tional bankruptcy. But however terrible and 
. painful in the recollection, there would other 
events neceſſarily follow, much more fatal, and 


more to be dreaded. Thoſe immenſe advantages, 


which. we drew from our commerce with Ameri- 
ca, would not only be diverted into other chan- 
nels; but poured into the lap of our determined, 
natural, and inveterate enemies, the different 


branches of the houſe of Bourbon, with whom, 


after ſuch an acceſſion of real ſtrength, it would 
be then dangerous, if not deren ineffectual, to 
eontend. | 

Alter en _ n taken by 
adminiſtration reſpecting the colonies, and paſſing 
on each a ſeparate cenſure, his lordſhip particu- 
larly arraigned the ſending out Lord Howe with 


a commiſſion to treat of conciliation z while, at 


the ſame time, he took with him an army, who 


went to draw their ſwords on the Americans, and, 


by a ſyſtem of ſlaughter, compel them to lay down 
their arms. But ſuppoſing the idea of concilia- 
L 2 a ? tion, 
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tion, or conqueſt, wers che objects of che commiſ- 
| fon np was not the eonduct of adminiſtration equally 
reprehenfible ? 2 Wh not ſend out as friends or 
enemies? Friends to confer, to coheede, to con- 
ciliate ; enemies to dictate, threaten, or compel. 
«+ No, (faid his lordſhi p) the ſword and olive- 
branch ſo loudly trumpeted forth and extolled, 
meant nothing: it taught the coloniſts to deſpiſe 
uch a mixt heterogeneous ſyſtem of peace and 
War. The inſufficiency of the forces ſent out fill- 
ed tlie colonies with confidence in their own 
ſtrength, and contempt for yours; and your of- 
fers of peace, on the terms of giving up the point 
in iffue, filled chem with reſentment and indigna- 
the on. In ſhort, the Howes, if they went to fight 
carried too few ; if to treat or ee _ 
Ad too many. 2 £ 
His lordſhip infiſted much on the 5 condu&: 
of the Americans, in the war which was termi- 
nated by the peace of 1748, and adverted parti- 
cularly to the conqueſt of Louiſbourg, and the 
general zeal and courage manifeſted by the colo- 
nies during the late war; and how many fignal 
proofs they had given, as ſoldiers and citizens, of, 
their perſonal bravery, perſeverance, loyalty, 
zeal and affection for the mother country. He 
ondemned, in the e terms, the want of 
* 


7.8 

wiſdom, and the inhumanity of ſending over (to 
make uſe of his emphaticalexpreſſion) ao, ooo merce- 
nary German boors to eut the throats of our own 
fubjects, our own children, who were our beſt and 
ſureſt bulwark againſt our ancient enemies. 

His lordſhip felicitated the nation on the true 
Engliſh ſpirit, which rendered ſuch a meaſure 
neceſſary on one ſide of the Atlantic, and defeat - 


ed its objects on the other: for, as the people of 


this country could not be prevailed on to fight in 
a cauſe, which they ſo much diſapproved of, 
and as an oppreſſive and unwiſe adminiſtration 
were compelled to have recourſe to foreign arms 
to effect their deſtructive purpoſes of deſpotic do- 
minion; ſo, on the other hand, the Americans 
retained too much of the free ſpirit of their Eng- 
liſh anceſtors, ever to ſubmit to treat with Great- 
Britain, till that mercenary foreign banditti ſhould 
be withdrawn. eas 

His lordſhip further obſerved, chat F oy en- 
joyed the diſtracted ſtate of this empire,, and look- 
edon with peculiar pleafure as the only means, 
therefore, of arreſting the horrors of civil war, 
and the threatened fate of this country, he ear- 
neſtly ſolicited their lordſhips, that they would , 
e with him in the propoſed. addreſs. | 
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This motion was ſeconded by Lord Camden, 
which brought on an intereſted and well-ſupport- 
ed debate, and which was maintaihed much to 
the honour of Lord Chatham and - his friends; 
but, as adminiſtration had Ahn plans of a 
different nature, plans founded on tyrannical 
and arbitrary principles, it is no wonder that this 
motion was loſt on a diviſion ; and both houſes 
broke up on the 6th- of June following, without 
doing any thing, or at leaſt doing worſe than no- 
thing, ſince whatever they attempted only tended 
to widen the breach, and to remove to a fill 
greater diſtance every hope of an ane 
with the colonies. ? 8 
We are now entering on * fourth ſeſſion, 5 
which was opened on the 20th of N ovember, but 
| which this illuſtrious ſtateſman, unhappily for 
this nation, Was not to ſee the cloſe of—a ſeſſion, 
which will be celebrated only as that in which 
Lord Chatham died, and ; in which the miniſter 
purſued his uſual chain of blunders. It was 


opened by a ſpeech from the throne, i in which 
his majefty informed both houſes of his i intentions 
to purſue every meaſure to bring his deluded ſub- 
f jects i in America to reaſon; and at the ſame time 
informed them of the repeated aſſurances from 
foreign powers of their pacific diſpoſitions. 


Earl 


„„ 
Farl Percy moved for an addreſs of thanks to 


his majeſty for his gracious ſpeech. The addrefs. -. 
being ſeconded by Lord Cheſterfield, and oppoſed 
by Lord Coventry, the Earl of Chatham then 
ſtood up : and, after a few prefatory obſervations 


on the nature of thoſe infirmities, which exiled 


him involuntarily from his country's ſervice, he 
_ obſerved, that an addreſs of thanks, at that junc- 
ture, was highly improper. He infiſted, that his 


majeſty ſtood in need of advice, not of flattery z 


that this was no time for offering the enticing balm 
of adulation, when the nation ſtood on the very 
brink of deſtruction; that the ſpeech delivered 


by his majeſty from the throne contained no ſerap 


of information, nor ſpark of comfort; that there 
was all the reaſon in the world to believe, from 
the formidable preparations forming by the houſe 
of Bourbon, and from the palpable ſanction they 
had given to the emiſſaries of the Americans, that 
hoſtile deſigns againſt us were brooding in that 
quarter; and that all the conſolation offered from 
the throne was, that his majeſty hoped "oy would 


not hurt us. 


- His Lordſhip affirmed, that if theſe hoſtile * 


ſigns were carried into execution againſt us, that 
we were by no means in a ſituation to reſiſt them; 


' that c England at this time could not boaſt of above 


goco 
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This motion was ſeconded by Lord Camden, 
which brought on an-intereſted and well-ſupport- 
ed debate, and which was maintained much to 
the honour of Lord Chatham and his friends; 
but, 25” adminiſtration had adopted plans of a 
different nature, plans founded on tyrannical 
and arbitrary principles, it is no wonder that this 
motion was loſt on a diviſion; and both houſes 
broke up on the 6th of June following, without 
doing any thing, or at leaſt doing worſe than no- 
thing, fince whatever they: attempted only tended 
to widen the breach, and to remove to a ſtill 
greater diſtance every hope of an ac comme ation 
with the colonies. ? 08 
We are now entering on EW IN Tellion, 
which was opened on the 20th of N ovember, but 
which this illuſtrious ſtateſman , unhappily for 
this nation, was not to ſee the cloſe of—a ſeffion, 
which will be celebrated only as that in which 
Lord Chatham died, and in which the miniſter 
| purſued his uſual chain of blunders. It was 
opened by a ſpeech from the throne, f in which 
his majeſty informed both houſes of his intentions 
to purſue every meaſure to bring his deluded ſub- 
jects i in America to reaſon ; and at the ſame time 
informed them of the repeated aſſurances from 
foreign powers of their pacific diſpoſitions. 


Fart 


„„ 
Farl perey moved for an addreſs of thanks to 
his majeſty for his gracious ſpeech. The addreſs 
being ſeconded by Lord Cheſterfield, and oppoſed 
by Lord Coventry, the Earl of Chatham then 
ſtood up : and, after a few prefatory obſervations. 
on the nature of thoſe infirmities, which exiled 
him involuntarily from his country's ſervice, he 
| obſerved, that an addreſs of thanks, at that junc- 
ture, was highly improper. He infiſted, that his | 
majeſty ſtood in need of advice, not of flattery z = 
that this was no time for offering thè enticing balm _ 
of adulation, when the nation ſtood on the very „ | 
brink of deſtruction; that the ſpeech delivered | 
by his majeſty from the throne contained no ſcrap | | 
4 of information, nor ſpark of comfort; that there 11 
was all the reaſon in the world to believe, from = 
" | the formidable preparations forming by the houſe | 
of Bourbon, and from the palpable ſanction they 
had given to the emiſſaries of the Americans, that ' 
hoſtile defigns againſt us .were brooding in that = 
quarter; and that all the conſolation offered from | i 
the throne was, that his an hoped ey would | 
not hurt us. | 

- His Lordſhip affirmed, that if theſe hoſtile de- 
ſigns were carried into execution againſt us, that i fit 

we were by no means in a ſituation to refiſt them; 
| that t England at this time could not boaſt of above 
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h eden and twenty ſhips of the line; that the 
port of Liſbon, which uſed to afford us a comfort 
able aſylum in caſes of emergency, was now ſhut 
againſt us, and that, from all theſe combined cauſes, 
ruin was inevitable. He called upon any one to 


Rand up, and avow in the face of the houſe, that 


meaſures of this kind were not folly, abje& folly. 
He demanded, for what purpoſe our arms were 
then employed? Was it to communicate the ſcience 
of fighting? Was it to learn morality from the 
Americans? Or was it to gain inſtructions in the 
art of butchering from the officers of Germany? | 
His Lordfhip further obſerved, that though, no 
doubt, men actuated by the ſpirit of faction were 
certainly to be found in America, yet others, many 
others, there were, that were influenced by the 
pureſt patriotiſm; and that, for himſelf, were he 
nan American, he never would quit his arms, fo 
long as foreigners were employed, not ſo properly 
to reduce, as to deſtroy. Hie declared, he was as 
much interefted in the honour of the Engliſh na- 
tion, as any Lord who had the honour to fit in the 
' Houſe; but that the principles of juſtice and huma- 
nity inſpired him with his preſent ſentiments; that 
he was an advocate for pacific meaſures, yet, that 
he was of opinion, that the compliance of che Ame- 
1 1 Klan W . 9 5 85 ricans 
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eb ente act Gon be the — 
tion of the reconciliation. „ eginoloo 


Lord Chatham then coneluded with .propefing 


an 8 — to tas: adgdrels; aaa. by Tord 
encreaſs 105 Ame happineſs by the apceffign © of 


a Princeſs, (wbieb formed one part of the pro- 
poſed addreſs) thould fallon : 4 binge 
. And this houſe does moſt hymbly adviſe a 


ple bis. majeſty, to be Pleaſed to cauſe the | 
moſt ſpeedy! and effectual meaſures to be taken for 


reſtoring peace in Ameriegs and that 1 no time may 


be Joſt ia propoſing an jnupediare ceflation of ho, 


ſtilities there, in order to the Opening 0 of a treat 
for the final ſettiement of the tranqvility of "hk 
invaluable provinces, bY. A. removal of the unhappy 
cauſes of. this ruinous eivil war, and be a, ph ang 
adequate ſecurity againſt the return o of the pa 


mities in times to oe, And th this houſe defire 1 to 


01e! ft 


offer the moſt dutiful aſſurances to his majeſty, 
that they will, in que time, chearfully co-operate 
with the magnanimity and render goodnels of. hjs 
majeſty, for the preſervation of his people, by fu ſuch 
explicit and moſt ſolemn declarations and provi- 
ſoss of fundamental and Ae vgonhle aus, & may 


Wat for 
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wi the epi of of Great Britain ana d ber 


colonies.” | 1 den alt cy nos 
2"4TKe houſe continued in v de on this motion 
tilt near eleven at night, when Lord Chatham's 
props poſed amendment was rejected on a nn 
and the addrefs' of Earl Percy agreed to. 
At the Cloe bf the month of "GIG the 
whole nation was thrown into a fit of | gloomy « de: 
a on neus being brought (0 England, that | 
General Burgoyne and his whole army had been 
bontpelled to ſutrender their arms to the victorious 
American coloniſts.” oF bis was conſidered as 72 
ktroke equally inglorious and fatal to England, as 
as t the battle of Cannæ to the Romans; and even 
the miniſtry themſelves, for once; bung down their 
oy and were  altoviſhed, aſhamed, and con- 
Founded. On the 2d of December, Lord George 
Germain, 3 in the Houſe of Commons, related the 
| misfortunes that had been befallen chat General 
and his army. is Lordſhip p requ uefted, that no 
premature 1 Al might be made on the con- 
duct of that unfortunate” General; "for perlaps he 
Himſelf might be fouritt to blame, -in adviſing and 
difecing the expedition which had proved ſo fatal. 
is Lordſhip added, that, in due time, he would 
inform the Houſe on what grounds he had'adviſed 
"1 * che 
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i 


rep 


the meaſure; 5 Is 'hiSinteritibris' were zul be 
would fl ſubmit to o cent, if he had erred in judgs: 
ment. 664220}... doi 1H EDO 13 1010 eg i813 J wat 
On the 5th he" ai a0 month, the Earl of 
Chatham, in the Houſe of Lords, roſe and made a 
very pathetic ſpeech on' the gent eral unhappy fate 


of the American war; but fire particularly con- 
fining himſelf to the recent 'misfortitties of General 
Burgoyne and his army. In vonſidering tke great 
| abilities ies of that General, he found it impoſſible 
to conceive an idea of his miſconduct; and dis 
Lordſhip therefote concluded, chat his? fate had 
been brought upon him in conſequende of a plan 
at home, founded in imbecility, cruelty, and abſur- 
dity. He recapitulated the great events of the 
laſt war, conducted upon proper principles and 
_ alked' whe e why this: ba- 
tion, in the/courſe'of the fifteen laſt years; had fal- 
len from the higbeſt pinnacle of glory, 'witl as 
brave commanders: and troops as ever; and Haid 
it was owing to a ſet of men, hardly known at that 
time, who had: deſtroyed: the cunion that was the 
life of che whole empite, had divided one! part 
againſt another; and had thruſt therpſelves int af: 
figs, without a, now edge of publie buſineſs. For 
his part, he thought the houſe.ought to ſend up an 
Aon F. n e addreſs 
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e to his .myjeſty. upon this. 


addrefs of condole 


melas choly occaſion. | 41 2 1420 91 3; 0 d; tie 7% 


- But if that was not thought proper, ( continued, 
His Eordſhip) it was high time to make an en- 
quiry, who were the authors of the ill concerted, 
roſh expeditions, by which whole armies were cut 
off an 4 miſerable manner, and the General, much 
1 be-piried,. could+only, comfort, himſelf by ſays 
ing; gafter Henry the Great of France, © 1 have 
wft-every thing hut my honour.” His Lor 
fiedrigly esfotcec the neceffty of re-oalling cha 


trabps; Je we, Mowid leſe a ſecond army, end 


' with it all Amerie He conchided - with a m 


fattz df an his other / by receivitng a megative. Lord 


Lyttteton had ieppOſed the motion d premature, 
and Bord 'Suffblk Hisfſted, that the inquiry oupht 
deb, Ma Ode en 'the' Whole ef the wreldtehel7 
Hes, which as Het but litele mote than wien " 
Jaw i, 09-h 5: pgn ae cee 2 e Qt... 
Aids . Though 


tian That an humble addreſs; be: preſented: to 
his mejeſty, beſecching him to be graciouſſy pleaſefl 
to order the proper ofſicers 40 lay before the houſei 
copies of all orders and inſtructiomk ſent. to, Lien. 
General Burgeyne, relative do the mihtary aperati: 
ensiof; his majeſty s ſurces nder his command.“ 
'1 This motion, however, met with the accuſtomed 


| 


1 


1 


i 


- Though i it had been the conſtant and oi 


Phan of adminiſtration, to put the negative upon 


every motion made by. this noble patriot, yet it is 
an-indifputable fact, that every means were em · 
played to entice him to join with thoſe very men 
who ſo invariably: oppoſed him. If we uſually 


of their lives, how can we diſpute what Lord 
Chatham declared, when his virtuous; ſqul was 


give credit to the words of the moſt profligate and 
abahdoried, when uttered in the expiting moments 


taking its flight from this vain world to the regi- 


ons of bliſa, where no wicked miniſters tyranniſe, R 
where dignified ſlaves cannot ſell; their country, and 
where ambition, vemllity; and cotruption, find no 


abode? It was in theſe moinents he declared, that 


juſt before che American Commiſſioners failed, ar 


meſſage was ſent to his Lordſhip, offering him a 


Dakelom. and a Ribbantl, upoti certain conditions, 
one of which was tora@ with Lord Bea S- 


of Se, in conjunction with Lord 'S—e, Ke. K. 
This grẽ, Min rejeced theft great offers with con- 
temp. May we not from henee feuſdnabiy con- 


clude, that there is a'-Jomet hing unſcen, which has, 
and fen does, privutehy conduct all: thaſe ruinaus 
mezfures, Which have bfeught us into dur preſent 
1 E . n! . condi- | 
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We come now to the 7th of April 1778, the 
Hftiday in which this gteat and illuſttious politi- 
eian and ſtateſman was to figure” f in the grand al- 
| ſembly of the nation. The late defeat of General 
Burgoyne had thrown the whole miniſtry into ſuch 
a ſtate of deſpondency, that they began o conſider 
the American war as no longer ſupportable; and 
even one of their firſt colleagues had declared in 
the Houſe of Commons, that it was not im the power 
of England to carry on the war on its preſent plan. 

It was then we ſaw men, whoß but a month befote; 
could think of receiving America only on her 
| knees, and in the moſt humble poſture, and humi- 
hating: Accents, begging pardon for her crimes, her 
folly,” and her temerity, who! before: would not 
 Hiſten do the moſt humble petitions, to the moſt 
dutiful rembnſtrauecs, ad the reprefemations-of 

the moſt diffinguiſhed characters. ro, nt dnl 
| determine to ſend ' over commiſſionetsi:to beg a 

Peace, but were more than half inclined to Son- 

firm American independence. It was upon this 

account Lord Chatham attended ther houſe. of 
Lords, where he may be ſaid, in ſome meaſure, 

= have ſacrificed bis life to the love of his country, 
ſince there is little room to doubt, that, his exerting 
himſelf that day beyond his ſtrength, haſtened his 
departure from the cares of this life. Indeed, be 


8 N appeared 


FO. 
appeared to be extremely feeble, and fpoke with 
that difficulty of utterance which is the ſure token 
of ſevere indiſpoſition. How great muſt be the 
abilities of that man, who, in ſpite of the weight 
of years, and the load of bodily infirmities, could 

be ſtill maſter of ſuch powerful eloquence! _ 
_ | His lordſhip began with declaring, that his ill 
ſtate of health had for ſome time obliged him to 
abſent himſelf from the performance of his parli- 
amentary duty: he rejoiced, however, that he was 
yet alive to give his vote againſt ſo impolitic, ſo 
inglorious a meaſure, as the acknowledgment of 
the independenoy of America, and declared that 
He would much rather be in his grave, than ſee 
the luſtre of the Britiſh: throne tarniſhed, the dig- 
nity of the empire diſgraced, the glory of the na- 
tion ſunk to ſuch a degree as it muſt be, when the 
dependency of America o on 8 eee. . 
Britain was foregone. gb, 
_- TheEarl next 1 to nicks: condud 56 es court 

of: France, and o ſerv d, chat, at a criſis like the 
preſent, he would openly ſpeak his ſentiments, al- | 
though they might turn out to be dangerous. As 
a'reaſori: for ren * reſerve, he id, he did 
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ny was no N ge Le za it was. ; neceſſary 
abſolutly to declare eber for peace OF war, and, 
5 When 


MS 


when the former could not be ** with he, 
nour, the latter ought: to be commenced without 


heſitation- Having made this remark, he aſked, 


where was the ancient ſpitit of the vation, that a 
foreign power was ſuffered ta bargain for that com- 
merce which was her natural right, and enter into 
a treaty with her own ſubjects, without inſtantly 
reſenting it) could it be poſſible, that we were 


the ſame people, who, but ſixteen years ago, were 


the envy and admiration of all the world? he 


| feared there was ſomer fing in tie dark, ſamet ung 


kerking near the throne, which. gave. motion to go- 
vetument omething unſten, which cauſed; ſuch pu- 
filanimous, ſuch timid, ſuch daftardly councils.— 
What! were we to fit down in ignominious tame- 
nels? to ſay, Take from us what you will, but 
in'God's name let us be at peace? Were we 
blinde@ by-defpair ?- could we forget that we were | 


' Engliſhmen could we forget that the nation. had 


Rood the Daniſh irruptions, had ſtood the irrup- 


tions Ef other nations, had food the inroads of the 


Scorch; bad ſtood the Notman conqueſis, had 
food the threatened invaſion by the famous Spa- 
nith/ Armada, and the vanous efforts of the Buur- 


dot oompacts! why then ſhould we now) give up 


all, without endeavoufing do prevent our loſſes, 


without! a blow, - without un at 


npt to xeſent the 
| inſults 
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Iafults offered us) if France and Spain were far 
War, why, not try an iſſue with them? if we fell | 
_ afterwards, we ſhould fall decently and like men. 
Haring ſpoken with ſome enthuſiaſm upon theſe 
points his lordſhip ſaid, he waged war againſt no 
ſet of men, neither did he wiſh: for any of their 
employment: he 3 3 to the ſuhject 
of. American independency; and, after recalling 
the attention of der lovdſhips to the extent and 
teyenue of. che oſtate of the crown f England, 
when the preſent king came. into the poſſeſſion of 
taſked what right the houſe of parliament had 
1 t.deprive che Printe of Wales, the Biſhop of OF 
1 naburgb, and the other riſing hopes of che noble 
| royal family, of the inheritance of the thirteen 
Amexicah-coldnies ? the Earl declared he was ex- 
ecedingly ill; but as long as he could-crawl- down: 
to that houſe, and had ftreagth to-raife himſelf on 
his crutches} or to life his hand, he would vote 
againft the giving up the dependency of America 
om the ſoveteignty of Great Britain; and, if na 
ther lord was of opinion with him, * would: 
ſingly proteſt agalnſt the męafure· ATC 1 
With — 1 te, 
or h anew” one with France, there was, 
he ſaid, means, though he! knew not what; if, 
boweber, he was called upon to give his advice, 
N | he 
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by WILLIAM Prrr, Earl» of Chatham, aged 
WS 0 and with him expired the glory 


mouſly agreed to, to addreſs his majeſty, thut he 
would be graciouſly pleaſed to givę directions, 


: | — the people on ſo great and irreparable a: loſs, 


. 
pe 0 0 85505 honeſtly; and, hath FE bis 1 


- eeeding ill ſtate of health, he feared; he had not 


abilities enough to inſure the execution of meaſures 
the wiſhed-for en he would make fone amends 
by his ſincerity. | „„ Bi NIOG.. 
The Duke or Richmone as differed a little in 
opinion from the Eat! of Chatham, the latter roſe 


: to reply; but was ſo extremely. ill that he fainted, 


and was ſoon after conveyed out of the houſe, never 
more to return to it: for after” ſome © Hattering 
hopes of a recovery; on the 1 ich of May, 1778, 
died, at his ſeat at Hayes in Kentj the Right Hon. 


i and proſperity of? England. 3114 10 Mitt 16] 15 701 
The next day, a motion was made and unf. 


that the remains of the late arb af Chatham be 


interred;. at the public expencę, and that a monu- 
ment be erected ii Weſtminſtere Abbey, tothe 


memory of that great and excellent ſtateſman, 
with an inſcription;:exprefſive/ of the ſentimenta 


aud to aſſure his majeſty chat chey wauld make: 


| lied ee faingec cf (aca His o.. 


in 2501 ig O gogo Bolland N 913 Tg 


4 


Fs 


No 


b * 5 
bs days afterwards, a was. mads. 


in * ſame bauls, ous likewiſe n, agreed 


ther graciouſly pleaſed to — ſuch a laſting pro- 
viſion for the family of the late Earl of Chatham, 
as his majeſty, in his wiſdom and liberality, ſhould 
think fit, as a mark of the ſenſe the nation enter- 

tains, of the {eryices. done to the kingdom by that | 
able, ſtateſman.; 3 and to aſſure his. majeſty, that 
the houſe would make good the ame. Both 


which addreſſes, to che honour of this nation, 


were readily complied with. OY 
On the 20th of the ſame Finder ha 2: come; wy 


common · council of the oity of London was held 


at Guildhall, when a committee, appointed for 
that purpoſe, drew up Aa petition. to the houſe of, 
COMMONS, praying, that the remains, of the late 
Earl of Chatham might be depoſited in the ca- 
thedral church of St. Paul. At the fame time, 
they expreſſed a defire to attend che funcral of this, 
illyſtrious, nobleman 1 in their gowns, and requelt-, 
ed that ular, 0h. the proper officers of, . the, 
ern. 


{i lig 10636 
1. is very extragudinaty. wr ag at the lame 
ame much + to the honour of the character of this, 
deceaſed noblemas, that thou n he. had the molt, | 


fqn and faireſt opportunity of beiog / che rieh3; 


Aut 9 0 5 N * _ ft 


rade of k free people fo 
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| of Abe . Bugland, tho did a abe „ 


Abchef of Martbotough left bim dec. as an 
pubfie übilittes. He was for many years ſole pay. 


maſter- general of the forces, one of the moſt lu- 
. erative places Under the crown. He was after- 


wards left 3 500l. per annum, by Sit Robert Pyn- 


| ent; and during the courfe of the laſt war, which 


lie fo gloriouſly conducted, hid the largeſt ſup- 


Hes granted him ever known in the annals of this 


country; yet, with all theſe opporturities, of which 


moſt Rateſtnen would have avai led themſelves, h e 


deſpiſed the” metins, und ſpent bis own private for 


tune, with che bare emolumert of office, in the 


honourable öpport of his Family. His mind was 
too preat to 100k to any acute ation bur that of 
His own and pi country” 8 glory. "Theſe he has 


| amply acquired; and, to the honour of this coun- 
fy, the is now gratefully repaying the debt, by 
ſettling 40001. per. annum on the — 9 55 de- | 


ſcend to the heirs of the preſent Earl. 
Such a public teſtimony of the ſenſe and gra- 


8 r - "their « departed ftateſ- ; 


J man, beggars every attempt that may be —4 
to delineate his chatacter. We cannot, however, 


reid the tempration of tranſcribing the — | 


8 


ing, 


0 1 


18 which. is d 60 be written dye of th 
greateſt hiſtorians now in being. 7 Ys | 
4 We find ourſelves embarr 4 to ſvn 
within the ſcanty limits we are confined to, even 
a ſketch of the character of this eminent Rateſ- 
man and ofator—one of the moſt celebrated, we 
will venture to affirm,, that ever appeared on the 
political ſtage of this country, or perhaps in Eu- 
rope, fince the commencement. of | the/ preſent 
century; whether viewed in the light of an illuſ- 
trious citizen, ſwaying, leading, controuling or 
directing his fellow ſubjects in their ſeveral com- 
binations, in their. conftituent- and legiſlative ca- 
pacities, up to the great govermental powers of 
che ſtate 3 or as operating with no Jeſs facility, 
ſucceſs, / and irreſiſtible dominion, over the 
whole, and almoſt every individual member of 
the grand European republic. cr gnb10'7 | 
As Secretary of ſtate, he ſtood. alete. Modern 
degeneracy had not reached him. Original, and 
unaccommodating, the features of his. character 
had the hardihood of antiquity. His auguſt mind 
overawed majeſty, and one of his ſovereigns 
thought royalty ſo much impaired in his preſence, 
| that he conſpired to remove him, in order to be 
relieved from his es een nden. 
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no narrow ſyſtem of vicious ie no idle con- 
tents for miniſterial victories, ſunk him to the 
vulgar level of the great; but fim, perſuafive, 
and bold, his object was England, his ambition 
the good of his country. Without dividing, he 
deſtroyed party; without corrupting, he made a 
venal age unanimous. France ſunk beneath him. 
Witch one hand he ſmote the houſe of Bourbon, 
and wielded in the other the proſperity of Eng- 
land. The fight of his mind was infinite, and 
his ſchemes were to effect, not England, not the 
preſent age, only, but Europe and poſterity. 
Wonderful were the means by which theſe ſchemes. 
were ' accompliſhed ; always ſeaſonable, always 
adequate, the ſuggeſtions of an underſtanding 
animated by page and _— ks e 
phecy. To 1: 57 | 
«The atlas feelings ; which mie lte an ami · 
able and indolent, thoſe ſenſations, which ſoften, 
allure, and vulgariſe, were unknown to him. No 
domeſtic” difficulties, no domeſtic weakneſſes, 
reached him; but aloof from the ſordid occur- 
rences of life, and unſullied by its intercourſe, he 
TR into our n to Aon and 5 
to decide. 3 IR SITS 27147898 
* A chara "MF" exalted, eee b 


thoritative, aſtoniſhed a corrupt age, and tho 
treaſurx 


t 58 1 


|  ereaſury tumbled at the name of Pitt, th all 
her claſſes of venality. Corruption imagined, in- 
deed, that ſhe had found defects in this ue 
and talked much of the inconſiſtency of his glory, 
and much of the ruin of his victories; but the 
| hiſtory of his country, and the calamities * the 
enemy, anſwered and refuted her. 1 nb 
„Nor were his political abilities his has * 
Jent, His eloquence was an ers in the ſenate ; 
peeuliar and ſpontaneous, famihiarly exprefling 
the moſt lofty ſentiments and inſtructive wiſdom. 
Like Murray, he did not conduct the underſtand- | 
ing through the painful ſubtilty ef argument; 
nor was he, like Townſhend, for ever on the rack 
of exertion; but rather lightened upon the ſub» ; 
je&, and reached the point, by the mind, which, 
like thoſe of his eye, were. felt, bur could not be 
followed. © 99 
, Upon there; a a in ale drinn 
ſomething that could create, ſubvert, or reform; 
an underſtanding, a ſpirit, and an doquence to 
ſummon mankind to ſdciety, or to break the bonds 
ef ſlavery aſunder, and to rule the wilderneſz of 
free minds with unbounded authority: ſomething 
chat epuld eſtabliſh or overwhelm empire, and 
firike a blow in the eee in. "_" 
_— the univerſe,” 1 Bay ed e ofw 30:1: 
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* l dad s ade - ee 
Wa- e 2 member of the houſe of com- 
mons ſufficiently explored it to public view in that 
aſſembly of the nation, by the following ſpeech. 
But it ſhould be remembered, that the party it 
came from, (though in other caſes always a friend 
and admirer of the deceaſed Eart) is intimately 
eomnected wich the Rockingham intereſt, whoſe 
administration Mr. Pitt vas cenſured for not join- 
zug; N 52 8 5 not Ptedome 


bastel nme -a nemme chat makes this country. 
Pectahile ee of the globe. It may 
truly be called 118 alten L N BODE) Jo; 


a e m 1 N hes Ms 3 1501 
e Getibus, er dnn wire bedr. 0 
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e PATTEN age ol — man, hi g 
4 ere e 0 ene vi ped. 
8 e af 1 
Mm the refljhis fall from power, which, like death, 
Sünde and:anſtifies a great character; will nat 
ttuſter aid c cenſute an pert f chi conduct. 05 
an fue, Lan nat diſgoſed zd: blame him. Len 
. thoſe who have betrayed him Jy heir: adden. 
1 L inſult 


(7 98 1] 
_ infilthim with their malevolence; hut what q do 
not preſume to cenſure; I may have leave to la- 
ment. For a wiſe man, he ſeemed to me at that 
2 to be governed too much by general max- 
I ſpeak with the freedom of hiſtory, and I. 
3 without offence. One or two of theſe max- 
imsz flowing from an opinion not the moſt indul- 
gent to our unhappy ſpecies, and ſurely a lit= 
| tle too general, led him into meaſures that, 
were . greatly miſchievous to 12 himſelf, and for 
that reaſon; among others, perhaps fatal to his 
country—Meaſures, the effects of which, I am 
afraid, are for ever incurable. He made an admi- 
Riſtration, ſo checkered and ſpeckled; he put to- 
gether a piece of joinery; ſo croſſiy indented and 
whimſically dove- tailed; a cabinet ſo variouſly in- 
laid; fuch a piece of diverſified moſaic, ſuch a 
teſſellated pavement without cement; here a bit 
of black ſtone, and there a bit of white; patri- 
dots and courtiers, king's friends and republicans, 


150 whigs and toriesy treacherous. friends and open 


enemies, that i it was indeed a very curious ſhew.z 
but utterly unſafe to touch, and -unſure to ſtand 
age The EY 7 ons * afforted a at © the 
3 boards, ſtared at each other, and were ob⸗ 
-liged to atk, * Sir, your name?” Sir, you have the 
advantage of me Mr. Such-a-one—T beg a thou- 
ſand pardons—,* I venture to ſay, it did ſo hap- 
Ts I V 
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Sund! and ſanctifies a great character: will nat 
fluufſfer iq co cenſute an part af chis conduct. 
, fare, Lan nat diſpoſed d blame him. Let 
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e ſtsteſman, # member of the houſe of com- 


mons ſufficiently explored ĩt to public view in b that 
affembly of the nation, by the following ſpeech. 
But it ſhould be remembered, char the party it 
came from, ;*(though i in other caſes ae a friend 
and admirer of the deceaſed Earl) is intimately 
comme ctedl w ich the Rockingham aur, whoſe 
atniniftration Mr. Pitt was cenſured for hot Joint 
zug; hut 2/172 wg ee a not e 
40 determine. TI Ml Rom 871 
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ul cks reſlj his falb from power, which, like deaths 
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 infilt him with their malevolence; but. what 1 do 
not preſume to cenſure; | I may have leave. to la- 
ment. For a wiſe man; he ſeemed to me at that: y 
> to be governed too. much by general max- 
I ſpeak with the freedom of hiſtory, and I. 
ks without offenee. One or two of theſe max - 
ims; flowing from an opinion not the moſt indul- 
gent to our unhappy ſpecies, and ſurely a lit= 
tile too general, led him into meaſures that; 
were. greatly miſchievous to himſelf, and for 
that reaſon; among others, perhaps fatal to his, 
eountry—Meaſures, the effects of which, I am, 
afraid, are for ever incurable. / He made an admi- 
Riſtration, ſo checkered and ſpeckled; he put to- 
gether a piece of joinery; ſo croſſiy indented and 
whimſically dove - tailed; a cabinet ſo variouſly in- 
laid; ſuch a piece of diverſiſied moſaic, ſuch a 
teſſellated pavement without eement; here a bit 
of black ſtone, and there a bit of white; patri- 
dts and courtiers, king's friends and republicans, 
whigs and toriesy treacherous. friends and open 
enemies, that it was indeed a very curious ſne wr; 
but utterly unſafe to touch, and unſure to ſtand 
The colleagues, whom he had aſſorted at the 
* boards, ſtared at each other, and were ob⸗ 
; liged to atk, * Sir, your name?” Sir, you have the 
— of me—Mr. Such- a- one beg a thou- 
fand pardons—,* I venture to ſay, it did ſo hap- 
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pen, nn had à ſingle office divided be · 
teen them, who had never fpoken to each other 
in their Rves, until they found themſelves, they 
knew not how, pigging together, heads and + points ; 
in the ſame trackle-hed.*® —_© Hf 
In conſequence of this 1 edi | 
put ſo much the larger part of his enemies and. 
oppofers into office, - the confufion was ſuch, that 
his'own principles could not poſfibly have any 
effect or influence in the conduct of affairs. If 
ever he fell into a fit of the gout, or if any other 
cauſe withdrew him from public cares, princi- 
Ples directly the contrary were ſure to predomi- 
nate. When de had executed his plan, he had 
not an inch of groond'to ſtand upon; when he 
Rad accompliſhed his fcheme of hem 
he was no longer a miniſter.” & foul” 2bi 
„% When his face was hid dur the a W 
his whole ſyſtem was en a wide fea, without chart 
er compaſs. The gentlemen, his particular 
friends, Who, with the names of various depatt- 
ments of miniſtry, were Mmitted to ſeem as if 
TR a part under him, with a -—_—_ that 
* > Suppoſed: he t (hi Right Hon. Lord North, and 


George Cock, Eſq; who were made Joint paymaſters in the 
" ſummer of 1766, on the removal of the e e admi- 
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Me all men, and with a: confidence in u 
which. Was — even in een — 


ed upan. any; opinion * ee i; "Der 


prived of his guiding influence, they were whirled | 


about, the ſport of every guſt, and eaſily driven 
Into any port; and as thofe who joined with: them 
in manning the veſſel were the moſt directly op: 
poſite to his opinions, meaſures, and character, 
and far the moſt artful and powerful of the ſet, 
they eaſily prevailed, ſo as to ſeize; upon the va - 
cant, unoccupied, and derelict. minds ef by 
friends, and inſtantly turned the veſſel wholly out 
of the courſe of his policy. As if it were to in- 
ſult, as well as to betray. him, even long before 
the cloſe of the firſt ſeſſion of his adminiſtration; 
when every. thing was publicly tranſacted, and 
with great parade in his name, they 0 an act, 
declaring it highly juſt and expeqient to gaiſa 2 
revenue in America: for even then, even before 
this ſplendid orb was entirely ſet, and while che 
weſtern horizon was in. a blaze with his deſcend- 
ing glory, on the oppaſite quarter of the heavens 
aroſe ehe; luminary, and for his hove, n. 
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paſſed aud ſet for ever.” LY 


1 particular bled at every vein, 
our eonqueſt in ſilent ſurpriſe ; and; though they 


[ 


ford of the ener ber . „ Wr 14 


Whatever may be "faid' of the few kung of 


this illuſtrious nobleman, certain it is, that the few 


years of his adminiſtration are not to be equalled 
in the annals of our nation. France and Spain, 


| Who" had learned to deſpiſe the futile ſchemes and 
_ timid councils of a weak, corrupt, and diſunited 
$ miniſtry » Were aſtoniſhed at the rapid progreſs of 


our arms, and the ſucceſs of all his ſchemes. As 


far as fall could feel a motion, the enemy was 


attacked, ſurpriſed, and defeated, and France in 
All Europe beheld 


envied 'our happineſs, the very name of Pitt fi- 
lenced their clamours and their jealouſies. Even 
till the day of his death, the people looked up 


to him as their friend, patron, and protector; as 

the only man, whoſe abilities could ſave them 
from diſtreſs, and whoſe virtues could ſecure them 
from that torrent of corruption, which now e 
e n nation. 1 8 
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died — before the bee of this celebrated 7-4 


in which . delineated the 3 of ſo many ſtateſ · 
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We chall Podelsss Siem of this ior 

We patriot with the following lines, written by 

the late Earl of Chatham; to David Garrick, 
Eſq; when on a viſit ſome years "i EDI: 


| Te * {uo {11 NO 5 
LEAVE, Garrick, the rich Landſcape, on” I | 
ly gay, | 
ny; TR and Navies SIE nipg al « 
bay; 


To my plain min repair, primeval ſeat! | 
Vet there no wonders your quick eye can mee 
Save ſhould you deem it wonderful to find, 
Ambition cur'd, and an unpaſfion'd mind; 
A Stateſman without pow'r, and without gall, 
Hating no courtiers, happier than them all; 
Bow'd to no yoke, nor crouching for ap- 
plauſe, | 


Vot'ry alone to Freedom and the Laws; ; 

Herds, Flocks, and nn Ceres deck ou | 
plain, . EY 
And interſpers'd, an heart-enlivening train =_ 
Of ſportive children frolic o'er the green, 4 
Mean time pure Love looks on and conſecrates Lp 
[OG „„ 4 
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